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The Holy Eucharist
The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
March 24, 2024 • 8 AM
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Waco, TX

• • •  Live Faithfully

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our 
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of 
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, 
words, and actions through which public worhip is conducted.

The people’s responses are in bold.

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the 
congregation can prepare for worship.

T H E  L I T U R GY  O F  T H E  PA L M S

The greenery on the altar today are given by the Reed Family to the glory of God and in loving memory of Bert 
and Blanch and of their loving son, Harry Reed.

The people gather in the courtyard, so that all may go into the church in procession. Palm branchs will be 
distributed to the people before the service begins.

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.

Let us pray.

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with 
joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and 
immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

T H E  F I R S T  R E A D I N G  •  Matthew 11:1-11

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; 
untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The 
Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt 
tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders 
said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had 



Saint Paul’s, Waco • 3

said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead 
and those who followed were shouting,

 “Hosanna! 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed 
us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their 
garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his 
victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and 
follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you 
and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

T H E  P R O C E S S I O N

Let us go forth in peace. 
In the name of Christ. Amen.

The people process into the nave while holding their palm branches. Ths Psalm is read during the procession.

T H E  S E C O N D  R E A D I N G  •  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
 his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
 “His mercy endures for ever.”

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
 I will enter them; 
 I will offer thanks to the Lord.
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T H E  C O L L E C T  F O R  T H E  D AY

This collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of 
the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast sent thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the 
cross, that all mankind should follow the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant 
that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be made partakers of his 
resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people sit.

20 “This is the gate of the Lord; * 
 he who is righteous may enter.”

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
 and have become my salvation.

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
 has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the Lord’s doing, * 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 On this day the Lord has acted; * 
 we will rejoice and be glad in it.

25 Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! * 
 Lord, send us now success.

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 
 we bless you from the house of the Lord.

27 God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; * 
 form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.

28 “You are my God, and I will thank you; * 
 you are my God, and I will exalt you.”

29 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
 his mercy endures for ever.
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T H E  F I R S T  L E S S O N  •  Isaiah 50:4-9a

Our first lesson is usually from the Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. The exception to this is 
in the Easter season, when we read lessons from the life of the early church in the Acts of the Apostles.

A Reading from Isaiah.

The Lord God has given me 
 the tongue of a teacher,

that I may know how to sustain 
 the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens-- 
 wakens my ear 
 to listen as those who are taught.

The Lord God has opened my ear, 
 and I was not rebellious, 
 I did not turn backward.

I gave my back to those who struck me, 
 and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;

I did not hide my face 
 from insult and spitting.

The Lord God helps me; 
 therefore I have not been disgraced;

therefore I have set my face like flint, 
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
 he who vindicates me is near.

Who will contend with me? 
 Let us stand up together.

Who are my adversaries? 
 Let them confront me.

It is the Lord God who helps me; 
 who will declare me guilty?

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

T H E  WO R D  O F  G O D
The propers of the service are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons, 
psalm, Gospel, and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from the Revised Common 
Lectionary, which is a three year cycle of readings shared by many mainline denominations. Each year we retell 
the Christian story from Advent through Pentecost.
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T H E  R E S P O N S E  •  Psalm 31:9-16
The psalms are sung or spoken prayers that cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one 
another. The psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and often it relates to the themes read in 
the lesson.

Read in unison.

9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * 
 my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
 and also my throat and my belly.

10 For my life is wasted with grief, 
 and my years with sighing; * 
 my strength fails me because of affliction, 
 and my bones are consumed.

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
 a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
 when they see me in the street they avoid me.

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
 I am as useless as a broken pot.

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
 fear is all around; * 
 they put their heads together against me; 
 they plot to take my life.

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * 
 I have said, “You are my God.

15 My times are in your hand; * 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
 and from those who persecute me.

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
 and in your loving-kindness save me.”
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T H E  S E C O N D  L E S S O N  •  Philippians 2:5-11

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts of 
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

A Reading from Philippians.

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God, 
 did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself, 
 taking the form of a slave, 
 being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form, 
 he humbled himself 
 and became obedient to the point of death-- 
 even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
 and gave him the name 
 that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus 
 every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess 
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The people remain seated for the beginning of the Gospel.
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T H E  G O S P E L  •  Mark 14:1-15:47

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life, 
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show 
the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 
Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you no 
answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, 
so that Pilate was amazed.

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 
Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder 
during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them 
according to his custom. Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you 
the King of the Jews?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had 
handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas 
for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with 
the man you call the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked 
them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So 
Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, 
he handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a 
purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they 
began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat upon 
him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the 
purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it 
was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the 
place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull).

The people stand as able.

And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified 
him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge 
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two bandits, one 
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T H E  S E R M O N  •  The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith, Rector

The sermon directly follows the Gospel and helps illuminate the scriptual readings and relate them to daily life.

on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 
and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself, and come down from the cross!” In the same way the chief priests, along with 
the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, 
so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders 
heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge 
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his 
last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly 
this man was God’s Son!”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.
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T H E  N I C E N E  C R E E D  B C P  3 2 6

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo” which means “I believe.” First formulated at the Council 
of Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at service of Holy Eucharist and 
reflects the Christian belief in the Holy Trinity and the relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
      by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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T H E  P R AY E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  B C P  3 2 8

We pray for ourselves and on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the Universal Church, the nation and 
all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those who are in need 
or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship, the Church — 
the Body of Christ. A brief silence is kept between each bidding.

The people kneel or sit.

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer 
unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church 
with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy 
holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both by 
their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer 
thy holy Sacraments.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here 
present; to the whole order of the baptized; our lay pastors, musicians, and all the faculty 
and staff of Saint Paul’s School; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear 
and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days 
of their life. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government 
in this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the 
welfare and peace of the world. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, 
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful 
stewards of thy bounty.

Bless, O Lord, the milestones of our lives, that, in the course of our mortal pilgrimage, we 
may know that thou art ever walking beside us. We offer particular thanks for the life and 
occasion we celebrate with our altar greenery.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all 
those persons who have requested our prayers, those we remember in our hearts, and 
all those who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
adversity.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and 
fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant 
us grace so to follow the good examples of blessed Paul and of all thy saints, that with 
them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.
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T H E  P E A C E

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And with thy spirit.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen.
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T H E  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N

T H E  O F F E RT O RY

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness, and shared in 
the peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what 
God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and materially in the money we give.

All are invited to support Saint Paul’s mission to Live Faithfully as the plate is passed, at saintpaulswaco.org/
give, or by scanning the QR code on the card titled “Giving” on the back of the pew in front of you.

T H E  O F F E RT O RY  S E N T E N C E

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good thy vows unto the Most High. 

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion. The people stand as able.

T H E  G R E AT  T H A N K S G I V I N G  •  Eucharistic Prayer I B C P  3 3 3

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has 
done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a 
long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, 
where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the 
Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who for our sins was lifted high upon the cross, that 
he might draw the whole world to himself; who by his suffering and death became the 
author of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud 
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,
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Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

The people kneel or stand.

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last 
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the 
end of the age. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender 
mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our 
redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did 
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that 
his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, 
in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly 
beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make 
here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, 
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed 
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering 
unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty 
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy 
gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole 
Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.
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And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be 
a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all 
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any 
sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing 
our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;

T H E  G R E AT  A M E N

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the presider has 
prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in The Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness 
of the congregation’s response.

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto 
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R  B C P  3 3 6

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

T H E  B R E A K I N G  O F  T H E  B R E A D

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.
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T H E  P R AY E R  O F  H U M B L E  A C C E S S  B C P  3 3 7

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always 
to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

T H E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion at 
the acolyte’s direction. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. If you would prefer to receive communion 
from your pew, you may remain seated during altar rail distribution. A priest will come to the congregation for 
anyone wishing to remain in the pew. You may raise your hand to get their attention.

P O S T  C O M M U N I O N  P R AY E R  B C P  3 3 9

The people kneel or sit.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company 
of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we 
humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue 
in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen.

S O L E M N  P R AY E R  O V E R  T H E  L O R D  B O S  1 3

Bow down before the Lord.

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer 
death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
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T H E  D I S M I S S A L

The dismissal signals the end of worship but the beginning of our service. Now that we have been renewed at 
Christ’s altar, we are sent into the world to continue spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. In seasons of 
festive celebration, like the great 50 days of Easter, we add “Alleluia, Alleluia” to our dismissal.

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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Celebrant & Preacher 
Vestry Host 
Lector & Intercessor 
Altar Guild

The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith, Rector 
Pieter Signtenhorst 
Tricia Braswell 
Team VI: Laura Mayfield Williams, Catherine Adams, Debbie 
Bennett, Catherine C. Kneipp, Jana Cleveland, Mary Dietz, 
Rose Goertz, Fran Good, Marsha Green, Sue Ann Swenke, 
Brooke Taylor, Carl Ballew

A N N I V E R S A R I E S

Alethea & Piers Bateman

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your 
servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, 
in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

M E M B E R S  C Y C L E

Payton Trimmer & Robyn Hightower; Michelle Truman; Retha Tucker; Carolyn & 
Marvin Turner; Susan Vick; JoAn Wade & Taylor Felton; Asa & Pat Waterman; John, 
Lauren, Camp, Jack, & Quin Weber; Rev. John & Su Wells; William Wells & Jin Hu

T O DAY ’ S  WO R S H I P  L E A D E R S H I P

T H E  P R AY E R  L I S T  •  March 24-30

At Saint Paul’s, prayer is an important part of our vision to Live Faithfully. Every week, we pray for upcoming 
birthdays and anniversaries, ten of our families, and the ill and infirm. If your birthday or anniversary is in the 
next week, you are welcome to join us at the front for a prayer following the announcements.

B I RT H D AY S
Sarah Matson, Pam Briggs, Ann Smith, Cindy Dietz, Bill Dietz, Compton Grigsby, Brad 
Keele, Pat Waterman

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they 
may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; 
raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding 
abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Whether you are here for the first time or have been a member your whole life, we would love to pray for you. To 
send in a prayer request, you may call the church office at 254-753-4501 or email contactus@saintpaulswaco.org. 
You may also fill out the card titled “Prayer” on the back of the pew in front of you. If you are requesting prayer 
for someone else, please ensure you have their permission or the permission of an immediate family member 
before putting them on the public prayer list. We are happy to pray privately for those who do not wish to publish 
their names.

Do you see someone on this list who is doing better? Please let us know! We would love to celebrate with them.

I L L  &  I N F I R M

T H I S  W E E K

Benita Louvier, Carolyn Berry, Stephen Tanton, Jack Compton, Corrie Long, Cannon 
Long, Ryker Long, Travis Quast, Parker Quast, Mary Helen George, Mary Greaves, 
Ellen Thompson, Rob Young, Jack Burgess, Mark Dizdar, Brad Canon, Kelly, Gail 
Wade, Glenda Goehrs, Foris Louvier, Paxton Dove, James Rowe, Laura McNutt, Beth 
Mayfield, Amanda Horner, Warner Barnes, Sue Davis, Dorothy Fisher, Jack Pierce, 
Shirley Williams, Khalida Javaid, Aidan Castro, Lily Williams, Lorri Khoury, Lisa Moon, 
Barbara Jensen, Anna Kessler, Suzie Wright, Rollin Khoury, David Janda

O N G O I N G

Tom Brothers, Lauretta Buchanan, Samantha C., Merilyn Carden, Erin Clark, Clayton 
Felton, Janette Flanary, Tom Haddad, Lezlie Hall, Ben Hambleton, Nancy Hightower, 
Eva Jackson, Hannah Lessenger, Richard Mills III, Shannon O’Brien, Fred Rader, Dennis 
Ramsey, Carolyn Scheel, Wes Stafford, Adam Sattler III, Jan Sattler, Eric Stromme, 
Beverly Terrell, Bud Unell, Neela Vera, West Williams, Erin Young
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H O L Y  W E E K  A N D  E A S T E R

PA L M  S U N D AY  •  March 24

8 AM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10 AM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II*† 
11 AM All Ages Formation

M A U N D Y  T H U R S D AY  •  March 28

6 PM Agape Meal 
7 PM Service of Holy Eucharist with foot washing and stripping of the altar*†

G O O D  F R I D AY  •  March 29

12 PM Good Friday Liturgy

H O LY  S AT U R D AY  •  March 30

7 PM Easter Vigil*† 
Feast of Milk & Honey

E A S T E R  S U N D AY  •  March 31

6:45 AM Sunrise Service of Holy Eucahrist in the courtyard 
8 AM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10 AM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II*† 
11 AM Easter Egg Hunt

*indicates livestreamed service 
†childcare available
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

A L L  A G E S  F O R M AT I O N

The March All-Ages formation falls on Palm Sunday. 
Participants will explore the sacrament of Holy 
Eucharist and eucharistic beliefs. After we gather 
for lunch, we will learn about the Last Supper, then 
discover the things in the sacristy used in worship, and 
conclude with a practice or “how to” in the church. 
Join us at 11 AM on Sunday, March 24 to learn more 
about the Holy Eucharist while gathering with other 
members of our parish!

S P I R I T U S  G L A D I U S  S P R I N G  2 0 2 4

The Spring Edition of Saint Paul’s magazine, Spiritus 
Gladius, is here! Spiritus Gladius is an online 
publication with a limited print run. Scan the QR 
code to read about Holy Week, our Lenten Soup 
& Spirituality series, and church-wide formation 
opportunities! This edition also includes updates on 
our Sunday attendance and financials on page 11. If 
you would like a print copy of the magazine, please 
email sarahm@saintpaulswaco.org or pick one up in the 
narthex.

E A S T E R  L I L I E S

The Saint Paul’s Youth are hosting an Easter Lily fundraiser for the 
flowers in the Nave on Easter. If you would like to sponsor a lily, forms 
can be found by scanning the QR code or in the Narthex. Online forms 
don’t include a way to pay- please give online through your Realm account 
or mail a check to the church office.

L A D I E S  N I G H T  O U T

The next Ladies Night Out will be on Tuesday, April 2 at Jon Lillie’s Steakhouse. We will 
meet at 5:30 PM.
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G R A N D E  T E X A S  FA M I LY  R E U N I O N

You’re invited to the first Grande Texas Family Reunion. Join the Diocese of Texas at 
Camp Allen May 3-5 for archery, nature hikes, live music, a petting zoo, an outdoor 
movie, and many more fun activities! Learn more and register at campallen.org.

A D U LT S  N E W  M E M B E R  C L A S S

Join Rev. Sam and others new to Saint Paul’s to learn more about The 
Episcopal Church and Saint Paul’s. If you’re interested in becoming an 
official Episcopalian from another denomination, the bishop will be 
visiting August 25 for Confirmations and Receptions into the church, and 
this class will fulfill your preparation requirement! Please register by April 
10 so we can have enough lunch ordered for everyone. If you cannot make 
this class but are interested in confirmation, keep a look out for another 
class in June!

S U N DAY  F O R M AT I O N

A D U LT  F O R M AT I O N

Our adult formation class, “Reading Genesis Again for the First Time,” meets on 
Sundays at 9 AM in the Parish Hall. This class uses resources from the BEMA Podcast 
to create a discussion-based course that will take a close, meditative look at the narrative 
and poetry of the opening chapters of the Bible. This portion of the course will cover the 
story of Jacob starting at episode 13.

C H I L D R E N ’ S  F O R M AT I O N

Children are invited to Godly Pay at 9:30 AM in the corner classroom on the first floor. 
This experiential curriculum uses silence, wondering, and personal response to allow 
children to learn liturgical language with the guidance of a storyteller or teacher who 
shares the biblical story using hands-on material.

Y O U T H  F O R M AT I O N

Saint Paul’s youth in grades 7 through 12 are welcome to join Sara Allison in the Youth 
Room for a bible study. 
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W E E K L Y  F O R M AT I O N

B E N E D I C T I N E  S T U D Y  G R O U P

Benedictine Study group meets on first and third Tuesdays at 12 PM in the 
church office library. Scan the QR code to visit their website. The group 
is currently reading “Benedictine Living” by Kate Ritger. This short book 
includes questions for reflection and will take the Group through the end 
of spring. All are welcome to join the noon meetings on the first and third 
Tuesday of the month in the library of the church office.

C E N T E R I N G  P R AY E R

Centering Prayer is offered in the Chapel at noon every Thursday.  If you are considering 
a new Lenten discipline, please come. For more information contact ebssmith@yahoo.
com.

M E N ’ S  P R AY E R  B R E A K FA S T

Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets weekly on Wednesday mornings in the Parish Hall. 
Breakfast begins at 6:30 AM and study begins at 7 AM.

W O M E N ’ S  B I B L E  S T U D Y

The Women’s Bible study group meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM in the office library. 
Our group is doing a six-week Lenten study using the book “Entering the Passion of 
Jesus” by Amy Jill-Levine. Please join us.



O F F I C E  H O U R S
M-F 9 AM-4 PM

Closed Federal Holidays

601 Columbus Ave

Waco, TX 76701

254-753-4501

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  E P I S C O PA L 
D AY  S C H O O L
517 Columbus Ave

Waco, TX 76701

office@speswaco.org

254-753-0246

W O R S H I P  S E RV I C E S

S U N D AY
8:00 AM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 AM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II

F I R S T  S U N D AY  O F  T H E  M O N T H
10:00 AM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  S TA F F
The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith

Rector

The Rev. Preston Yancey 
College Missioner

The Rev. Alberto Melis 
Deacon

The Rev. John Wells 
Retired Priest Associate

The Rev. Dr. Ray Bagby 
Retired Priest Associate

Lisa St. Romain 
Director of Children & Family Ministry

Sara Allison 
Director of Youth Ministry

Brandi Goddard 
Parish Administrator

Sarah Martin 
Director of Communications & Membership

Iona Easterwood 
Accountant

Craig Finley 
Facilities Director

Paul Hicks 
Sexton

Charles Watson 
Assisting Sexton

Willie Sergent 
Retired Sexton Emeritus

Will McLean 
Choir Director

Dr. Jeffrey Peterson 
Organist

Liz Dover 
Nursery Attendant

Skyler Skillman 
Nursery Attendant

M’Lissa Howen 
Head of School


