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The Holy Eucharist
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 11, 2024 • 10 AM
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Waco, TX

• • •  Live Faithfully

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our 
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of 
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, 
words, and actions through which public worhip is conducted.

The people’s responses are in bold.

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the 
congregation can prepare for worship.

P R E L U D E :  Prelude and Fugue in e minor	 Johann Pachelbel
	 (1653-1706)

T H E  E N T R A N C E  R I T E

We begin our worship as a gathered community by praising God in song.

The people stand as able.

P R O C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N  •  Christ, whose glory fills the sky •  7

The flowers on the altar today are given by Lauretta and Mercer Buchanan to the glory of God and in memory 
of Mr. and Mrs. G.K. Lawrence, Mr. and Mrs. H.C. Doc Buchanan and Kenneth Charles Williamson.
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T H E  O P E N I N G  A C C L A M AT I O N 	 B C P  3 5 5

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

T H E  C O L L E C T  F O R  P U R I T Y

This prayer is an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval church before the 
Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Episcopal worship to this day.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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T H E  G L O R I A  •  Glory be to God •  2 0 2



Saint Paul’s, Waco • 5

T H E  C O L L E C T  F O R  T H E  D AY

This collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of 
the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is 
holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we 
may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

The people sit.
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T H E  WO R D  O F  G O D
The propers of the service are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons, 
psalm, Gospel, and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from the Revised Common 
Lectionary, which is a three year cycle of readings shared by many mainline denominations. Each year we retell 
the Christian story from Advent through Pentecost.

T H E  F I R S T  L E S S O N  •  2 Samuel 8:5-9, 15, 31-33

Our first lesson is usually from the Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. The exception to this is 
in the Easter season, when we read lessons from the life of the early church in the Acts of the Apostles.

A Reading from 2 Samuel.

The king, David, ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake 
with the young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all 
the commanders concerning Absalom. So the army went out into the field against Israel; 
and the battle was fought in the forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there 
by the servants of David, and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand 
men. The battle spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more 
victims that day than the sword. Absalom happened to meet the servants of David.

Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great 
oak. His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, 
while the mule that was under him went on.

And ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and 
killed him.

Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the king! For 
the Lord has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up 
against you.” The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” The 
Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do you 
harm, be like that young man.”

The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and 
as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died 
instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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T H E  R E S P O N S E  •  Psalm 130
The psalms are sung or spoken prayers that cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one 
another. The psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and often it relates to the themes read in 
the lesson.

Read in unison.

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; 
	 Lord, hear my voice; * 
	 let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 
	 O Lord, who could stand?

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 
	 therefore you shall be feared.

4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 
	 in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the Lord, 
	 more than watchmen for the morning, * 
	 more than watchmen for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 
	 for with the Lord there is mercy;

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
	 and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

T H E  S E C O N D  L E S S O N  •  Ephesians 4:25-5:2

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts of 
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

A Reading from Ephesians.

Putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members 
of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and 
do not make room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and 
work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. 
Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there 
is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put 
away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together 
with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God 
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H A P E L

We invite your child to join our Children’s Chapel program this morning! Children ages pre-k through 6th grade 
are invited to follow our Director of Children’s & Family Ministry, Lisa St. Romain, to the Children’s Chapel. 
Chaperoned children younger than pre-k are welcome to join with a parent. After the exchange of the peace, 
children are directed back to their seats.

The people stand as able.

S E Q U E N C E  H Y M N  •  Fairest Lord Jesus •  3 8 3

in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live 
in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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T H E  G O S P E L  •  John 6:35, 41-51

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life, 
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show 
the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came 
down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus 
answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless 
drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is 
written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard 
and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except 
the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes 
has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, 
and they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of 
it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.
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T H E  N I C E N E  C R E E D 	 B C P  3 5 8

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo” which means “I believe.” First formulated at the Council 
of Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at services of Holy Eucharist and 
reflects the Christian belief in the Holy Trinity and the relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
      by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

T H E  S E R M O N  •  The Rev. Preston Yancey, Interim Associate Rector

The sermon directly follows the Gospel and helps illuminate the scriptual readings and relate them to daily life.

The people stand as able at the invitation of the celebrant to recite the Nicene Creed.
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T H E  P R AY E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  •  Form III	 B C P  3 8 7

We pray for ourselves and on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the Universal Church, the nation and 
all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those who are in need 
or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship, the Church — 
the Body of Christ. A brief silence is kept between each bidding.

The people kneel or sit. The intercessor and people pray responsively.

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;  
That we all may be one.

 Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

 We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed, eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

T H E  C O N C L U D I N G  C O L L E C T

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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T H E  C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N 	 B C P  3 6 0

Confessing our sins, receiving absolution, and sharing signs of peace with one another prepares us to receive 
Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A brief silence is kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

T H E  A B S O L U T I O N

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

The people stand as able.

T H E  P E A C E

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

T H E  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N

T H E  O F F E RT O RY

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness, and shared in 
the peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what 
God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and materially in the money we give.

All are invited to support Saint Paul’s mission to Live Faithfully as the plate is passed, at saintpaulswaco.org/
give, or by scanning the QR code on the card titled “Giving” on the back of the pew in front of you.

T H E  O F F E RT O RY  S E N T E N C E

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.
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O F F E RT O RY  M U S I C   	 Be Thou My Vision 
Bob Chilcott

Will McLean, tenor 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Be all else but naught to me, save that Thou art

Be Thou my best Thought, in the day or by night,
Both waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Be all else but naught to me, save that Thou art

Be Thou my best Thought, in the day or by night,
Both waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, be Thou my true Word;
Be Thou ever with me, and I with Thee, Lord;
Be Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son;
Be Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Be Thou, and Thou only, the first in my heart;
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure Thou art;
O Sovereign of heaven, be Thou my Vision;

Be Thou my Vision, O Ruler of all.

The people stand as able.

T H E  D O X O L O G Y  •  From all that dwell below the skies (verse 3) •  3 8 0

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

T H E  G R E AT  T H A N K S G I V I N G  •  Eucharistic Prayer A	 B C P  3 6 1

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has 
done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a 
long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, 
where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the 
Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
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S A N C T U S 	 S  1 1 4

The Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based on Isaiah 6:3.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The people kneel or stand.

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last 
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the 
end of the age. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
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T H E  G R E AT  A M E N

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the presider has 
prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in The Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness 
of the congregation’s response.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
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T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R 	 B C P  3 6 3

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

T H E  B R E A K I N G  O F  T H E  B R E A D
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

F R A C T I O N  A N T H E M 	 S  1 5 8
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T H E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion at 
the acolyte’s direction. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. If you would prefer to receive communion 
from your pew, you may remain seated during altar rail distribution. A priest will come to the congregation for 
anyone wishing to remain in the pew. You may raise your hand to get their attention.
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C O M M U N I O N  H Y M N  •  Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing •  3 3 4
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C O M M U N I O N  H Y M N  •  Rock of ages •  6 8 5

The people kneel or sit.

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

P O S T  C O M M U N I O N  P R AY E R 	 B C P  3 6 5
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T H E  B L E S S I N G 	 B C P  3 3 9

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with 
you always. Amen.

The people stand as able.

C L O S I N G  H Y M N  •  Christ is the world’s true Light •  5 4 2



Saint Paul’s, Waco • 21

T H E  D I S M I S S A L 	 B C P  3 6 6

The dismissal signals the end of worship but the beginning of our service. Now that we have been renewed at 
Christ’s altar, we are sent into the world to continue spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. In seasons of 
festive celebration, like the great 50 days of Easter, we add “Alleluia, Alleluia” to our dismissal.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

P O S T L U D E :  Herzliebster Jesu	 Johannes Brahms 
	 (1833-1897)
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T O DAY ’ S  WO R S H I P  L E A D E R S H I P
Celebrant 
Preacher 
Choir Director  
Organist 
Lector & Intercessors 
Vestry Hosts 
Ushers 
Oblationers 
Altar Guild

The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith, Rector 
The Rev. Preston Yancey, Interim Associate Rector 
Dr. Will McLean 
Dr. Jeffrey Peterson 
Carolyn Turner and Piers Bateman 
Kristi Carlile and Felicia Goodman 
Katherine and Will Carpenter 
Debbie and Kenny Bennett 
Team II: Cindie Lehr, Trisha Brindley, Ann Campbell, Lisa 
Clevenger, Judy Cofer, Pam Compton, Betty Flowers, Gina 
Ford, Pat Gilliam, Mandy Kuehl, Sara Richie, Carl Ballew

A N N I V E R S A R I E S

Mary and John Dietz

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your 
servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, 
in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

T H E  P R AY E R  L I S T  •  August 11-17

At Saint Paul’s, prayer is an important part of our vision to Live Faithfully. Every week, we pray for upcoming 
birthdays and anniversaries, ten of our families, and the ill and infirm. If your birthday or anniversary is in the 
next week, you are welcome to join us at the front for a prayer following the announcements.

B I RT H D AY S
Katharine Bowman, Tom Leggett, Catherine Adams, Mark Childers, Melisa Bennett, 
Judy Green, Casey Monroe, Michael Strain, Curtis Cleveland, Kathleen Dow

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they 
may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; 
raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding 
abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Whether you are here for the first time or have been a member your whole life, we would love to pray for you. To 
send in a prayer request, you may call the church office at 254-753-4501 or email contactus@saintpaulswaco.org. 
You may also fill out the card titled “Prayer” on the back of the pew in front of you. If you are requesting prayer 
for someone else, please ensure you have their permission or the permission of an immediate family member 
before putting them on the public prayer list. We are happy to pray privately for those who do not wish to publish 
their names.

Do you see someone on this list who is doing better? Please let us know! We would love to celebrate with them.

I L L  &  I N F I R M

M E M B E R S  C Y C L E

Zennie and Eva Jo Jackson; Dione Jackson-Whitehead and Shaun Whitehead; Larry 
and Lisa Jaynes; Barbara Jensen; Bruce and Karen Johnson; Matt and Melissa Johnson; 
Timothy Johnson and Jann Cosart; Richard and Collette Karr; Brad and Kim Keele; 
Rollin and Lorri Khoury

T H I S  W E E K

Doris Strain, Peter Dailey, John Wesley Bottoms, Jessica A, Charles Carroll, Erin Davis, 
Kelly Whitehead, Rock McNair, Roger Yount, Cindy SoRelle, Benita Louvier, Carolyn 
Berry, Jack Compton, Mary Greaves, Rob Young, Brad Canon, Kelly, Gail Wade, Glenda 
Goehrs, Foris Louvier, Paxton Dove, James Rowe, Laura McNutt, Beth Mayfield, 
Amanda Horner, Warner Barnes, Sue Davis, Dorothy Fisher, Shirley Williams, Khalida 
Javaid, Lily Williams, Lorri Khoury, Lisa Moon, Barbara Jensen, Anna Kessler, Suzie 
Wright, Rollin Khoury, David Janda

O N G O I N G

Tom Brothers, Lauretta Buchanan, Samantha C., Merilyn Carden, Erin Clark, Clayton 
Felton, Janette Flanary, Tom Haddad, Lezlie Hall, Ben Hambleton, Nancy Hightower, 
Eva Jackson, Hannah Lessenger, Richard Mills III, Shannon O’Brien, Dennis Ramsey, 
Carolyn Scheel, Wes Stafford, Adam Sattler III, Jan Sattler, Eric Stromme, Beverly Terrell, 
Bud Unell, Neela Vera, Erin Young
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

W O M E N ’ S  R E T R E AT

Deadline to register extended to August 16! Join us 
September 13 to 15 at Camp Allen for The Art of 
the Open Table - a weekend of fellowship and fun 
for the women of Saint Paul’s facilitated by Roger 
Hutchison, Best Selling Author, Artist, and Christian 
Educator. Roger will welcome us to The Open Table 
through personal stories, thoughtful questions, and a 
wide range of creative and spiritual exercises that will 
encourage participants to discover a more centered 
and peaceful life. Scan the QR code to register.

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  A G A I N S T  H U N G E R

Join us on Sunday, August 25 after the 10 AM 
service for Saint Paul’s Against Hunger! In 2022 we 
prepared 20,000 meals and we want to do it again! 
Scan the QR code to register to volunteer. Lunch 
will be provided and we need an accurate count 
of volunteers to order food. To support this event 
financially, visit  saintpaulswaco.org/give,  click the give 
button, and select “Saint Paul’s Against Hunger” from 
the dropdown menu.

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  A G A I N S T  H U N G E R  V O L U N T E E R S

We need volunteers to help set up for Saint Paul’s Against Hunger on Friday, August 24. 
Time TBD. Contact Sara Allison at sara@saintpaulswaco.org if you can volunteer or for 
more information.
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R A L LY  D AY  W I T H  PA R I S H  P I C T U R E

Our annual Rally Day celebration is August 25! The Annual Parish Picture will be taken 
at 11:15 AM in the courtyard. We will also have sign-ups for volunteering and new 
directories available. Need to update your contact info? Visit onrealm.org to check your 
information or contact sarahm@saintpaulswaco.org with questions.

B I S H O P ’ S  V I S I T

The Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan will be visiting Saint Paul’s on Sunday, August 25 to meet with 
the vestry, check our records, and confirm new members of the church.  Come to the 10 
AM service to support those being confirmed and stay after to enjoy Rally Day and Saint 
Paul’s Against Hunger!

B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  B A C K PA C K S

Blessing of the Backpacks will be at the 10 AM service 
on August 18. Kids, young adults, teachers, or anyone 
working with students can bring their backpacks, 
diaper bags, or work bags to church for a special 
blessing and Saint Paul’s keychain. We hope you’ll 
join us as we start the new school year!

J U LY  V E S T RY  U P D AT E

The vestry met Saturday for their mid-year retreat to assess current projects and begin 
setting a compelling and faithful vision for the long-term flourishing of our church and 
school. With hopes for a vibrant and thriving community that supports and equips our 
members for a meaningful life and service, in faith, to our community, we are eager to 
undertake this work. In conjunction with our hopes for the people of this community, 
we know that it is also time to take a deep and considered look at our campus and its 
ability to continue supporting our worship and educational pursuits for the next several 
decades. Toward this end, and supported by the vision the vestry is casting, a Master 
Planning Committee has been commissioned to begin seeking out an architecture firm to 
help us assess and restore both our historic buildings and our more modern structures. 
We’re grateful to the chair, Lance Grigsby, and to the other committee members, Curtis 
Cleveland, Chris McSwain, Roland Goertz, and Aryn Burgess, for partnering with us to 
begin this work. We look forward to bringing these conversations and questions to all of 
you so that you can help us determine the needs and our shared hopes for the future of 
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our campus. The committee and the vestry will be giving regular updates once this work 
is fully underway. For now, the committee is formulating a plan to move forward.

The vestry also recommitted to our church values and mission statement, knowing they 
will play a foundational role in supporting our common life and journey together. Real 
and concrete challenges were discussed, including the pending roof replacement and 
updates to our protocols and systems for large gatherings. As to the roof, we are waiting 
on word from the Texas Historical Commission regarding approval of a shingle material 
which has been submitted. For large gatherings, we are investigating more effective 
operations for both our facilities team and our A/V system so it can handle changes at a 
moment’s notice. The vestry will meet again in September to continue our work together.

M E N ’ S  P R AY E R  B R E A K FA S T

Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets weekly on Wednesday mornings in the Parish Hall. 
Breakfast begins at 6:30 AM and study begins at 7 AM.

W O M E N ’ S  B I B L E  S T U D Y

The Women’s Bible study group meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM in the office library. 
Our group is doing a twenty four-week video study from The Great Courses on the 
Old Testament by Amy-Jill Levine, a professor with the Vanderbilt University Divinity 
School. Please join us.
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O F F I C E  H O U R S
M-F 9 AM-4 PM

Closed Federal Holidays

601 Columbus Ave

Waco, TX 76701

254-753-4501

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  E P I S C O PA L 
D AY  S C H O O L
517 Columbus Ave

Waco, TX 76701

office@speswaco.org

254-753-0246

W O R S H I P  S E RV I C E S

S U N D AY
8:00 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II

F I R S T  S U N D AY  O F  T H E  M O N T H
10:00 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  S TA F F
The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith

Rector

The Rev. Preston Yancey

The Rev. Alberto Melis 
Deacon

The Rev. Dr. D. Ray Bagby 
Retired Priest Associate

Lisa St. Romain 
Director of Children & Family Ministry

Sara Allison 
Director of Youth Ministry

Brandi Goddard 
Parish Administrator

Sarah Martin 
Director of Communications & Membership

Iona Easterwood 
Accountant

Craig Finley 
Facilities Director

Paul Hicks 
Sexton

Charles Watson 
Assisting Sexton

Willie Sergent 
Retired Sexton Emeritus

Dr. Will McLean 
Choir Director

Dr. Jeffrey Peterson 
Organist

Liz Dover 
Nursery Attendant

Skyler Skillman 
Nursery Attendant

M’Lissa Howen 
Head of School


