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/\ The Holy Eucharist

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 1, 2024 « 10 AM
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Waco, TX

+++ Live Faithfully

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms,
words, and actions through which public worhip is conducted.

The people’s responses are in bold.

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the
congregation can prepare for worship.

The flowers on the altar today are given to joyfully honor the first wedding anniversary of Tracie and Erika Hill-
Jones.

PRELUDE: Praisetothe Lord, the Almighty arr. Benjamin Cully

THE ENTRANCE RITE

We begin our worship as a gathered community by praising God in song.

The people stand as able.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ¢ Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates «+ 436
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Words: Georg Weissel (1590-1635); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878). Music: Truro, melody from Psalmodia Evangelica,
Part 11, 1789; harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), alt.

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.

Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

BCP 323

This prayer is an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval church before the
Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Episcopal worship to this day.

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ

our Lord. Amen.
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THE GLORIA + GlorybetoGod « 202
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Music: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1881-1968). By permission of Oxford University Press.

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY

This collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of
the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord of all power and might, who art the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our
hearts the love of thy Name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness,
and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people sit.
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THE WORD OF GOD

The propers of the service are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons,
psalm, Gospel, and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from the Revised Common
Lectionary, which is a three year cycle of readings shared by many mainline denominations. Each year we retell
the Christian story from Advent through Pentecost.

THE FIRST LESSON ¢ Song of Solomon 2:8-13

Our first lesson is usually from the Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. The exception to this is
in the Easter season, when we read lessons from the life of the early church in the Acts of the Apostles.
A Reading from Song of Solomon.

The voice of my beloved!
Look, he comes,

leaping upon the mountains,
bounding over the hills.

My beloved is like a gazelle
Or a young stag.

Look, there he stands
behind our wall,

gazing in at the windows,
looking through the lattice.

My beloved speaks and says to me:
“Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away;

for now the winter is past,
the rain is over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of singing has come,

and the voice of the turtledove
is heard in our land.

The fig tree puts forth its figs,
and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE RESPONSE ¢ Psalm 45:1-2, 7-10

The psalms are sung or spoken prayers that cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one
another. The psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and often it relates to the themes read in
the lesson.

Read in unison.

1 My heart is stirring with a noble song;
let me recite what I have fashioned for the king; *
my tongue shall be the pen of a skilled writer.

2 You are the fairest of men; *
grace flows from your lips,
because God has blessed you for ever.

7 Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever, *
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom;
you love righteousness and hate iniquity.

8 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you *
with the oil of gladness above your fellows.

9 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, aloes, and cassia, *
and the music of strings from ivory palaces makes you glad.

10 Kings’ daughters stand among the ladies of the court; *
on your right hand is the queen,

adorned with the gold of Ophir.
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THE SECOND LESSON -+« James 1:17-27

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts of
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

A Reading from James.

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In
fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak,
slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness
the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror;
for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like.
But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not
hearers who forget but doers who act-they will be blessed in their doing.

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,
their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by
the world.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL

We invite your child to join our Children’s Chapel program this morning! Children ages pre-k through 6th grade
are invited to follow our Director of Children’s & Family Ministry, Lisa St. Romain, to the Children’s Chapel.
Chaperoned children younger than pre-k are welcome to join with a parent. After the exchange of the peace,
children are directed back to their seats.

The people stand as able.
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SEQUENCE HYMN -+« Praise to the living God (vs. 1-3) + 372
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Words: Medieval Jewish liturgy; tr. Max Landsberg (1845-1928) and Newton M. Mann (1836-1926). Music: Leoni, Hebrew
melody; harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1985, alt.
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THE GOSPEL « Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life,
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show
the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered
around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that
is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they
thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do
not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other
traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the
Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied
rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,

‘“This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and
understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things
that come out are what defile.” For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil
intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they
defile a person.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

THE SERMON +« The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith, Rector

The sermon directly follows the Gospel and helps illuminate the scriptual readings and relate them to daily life.

The people stand as able at the invitation of the celebrant to recite the Nicene Creed.
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THE NICENE CREED BCP 358

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo” which means “I believe.” First formulated at the Council
of Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at services of Holy Eucharist and
reflects the Christian belief in the Holy Trinity and the relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Maryj,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE BCP 328

We pray for ourselves and on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the Universal Church, the nation and
all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those who are in need
or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship, the Church —
the Body of Christ. A brief silence is kept between each bidding.

The people kneel or sit.
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer
unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church
with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy
holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both by
their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer
thy holy Sacraments.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here
present; to the whole order of the baptized; our lay pastors, musicians, vestry, school
board, and all the faculty and staff of Saint Paul’s School; that, with meek heart and due
reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and
righteousness all the days of their life.

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government
in this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the
welfare and peace of the world.

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that,
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful
stewards of thy bounty.

Bless, O Lord, the milestones of our lives, that, in the course of our mortal pilgrimage, we
may know that thou art ever walking beside us. We offer particular thanks for the life and
occasion we celebrate with our altar flowers.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all
those persons who have requested our prayers, those we remember in our hearts, and
all those who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other
adversity.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and
fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant
us grace so to follow the good examples of blessed Paul and of all thy saints, that with
them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.
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Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and
Advocate. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN BCP 331

Confessing our sins, receiving absolution, and sharing signs of peace with one another prepares us to receive
Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

A brief silence is kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The people stand as able.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness, and shared in
the peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what
God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and materially in the money we give.

All are invited to support Saint Paul’s mission to Live Faithfully as the plate is passed, at saintpaulswaco.org/
give, or by scanning the QR code on the card titled “Giving” on the back of the pew in front of you.

If you give online, mail checks, or use other methods to give but still want to participate when the plate is passed,
you are welcome to pick up a giving coin at the Welcome Center and place it in the offering plate as it is passed.

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.

OFFERTORY MUSIC The Journey Home
Robert Young

Now with you we let go the hurt and the pain and travel on with hope.

Now with you we leave the familiar paths behind, and step into the unknown.

Bless to us all, Oh God, the doors we open, the threshold we cross, the roads that lie before us.
Go with us as we journey on, and at our jowrney’s ending, open your arms and welcome us home

-Poem attributed to David Delaney

The people stand as able.

THE DOXOLOGY ¢ From all that dwell below the skies (verse 3) «+ 380

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING + Eucharistic Prayer II BCP 340

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has
done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a
long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper,
where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the
Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places,
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and singing,

SANCTUS S 114

The Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based on Isaiah 6:3.
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Music: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968). By permission of Oxford University Press.
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The people kneel or stand.

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the
end of the age. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and
didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son
Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that
his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks
to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it,
in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make,

with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death,
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with
power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word

and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto
us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls

and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may
be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same
Jesus Christ our Lord;
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THE GREAT AMEN

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the presider has
prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in The Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness
of the congregation’s response.

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 336

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Music: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968). By permission of Oxford University Press.
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THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS BCP 337

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always
to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

THE PRESENTATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion at
the acolyte’s direction. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. If you would prefer to receive communion
from your pew, you may remain seated during altar rail distribution. A priest will come to the congregation for
anyone wishing to remain in the pew. You may raise your hand to get their attention.
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COMMUNION HYMN -+ Like the murmur of the dove’s song « 513

\ |

O N K | I K X ! N
GEmm—S e == === —
0y} & ’ -
1 Like the mur - mur of the dove’s  song, like  the
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) N | A\ A N
y N 0 i ! i N—n N
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might: come, Ho - ly Spi - rit, come.
sign: come, Ho - ly Spi - rit, come.
pare: come, Ho - ly Spi - rit, come.

Phrase 1 of each stanza may be sung by one group, with a contrasted group singing phrase 2,
and all joining for the final phrase.

Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944). Copyright © 1982 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL. 60188). All rights reserved.
Used by permission. Music: Bridegroom, Peter Cutts (b. 1937). Copyright © 1969 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream,
IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.
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COMMUNION HYMN -« Takemy life, and letitbe « 707
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Take my will, and  make it thine; shall be no long - er mine.
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Words: Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879), alt. Music: Hollingside, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876).
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 339
The people kneel or sit.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son
our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company
of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we
humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue
in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and
glory, world without end. Amen.

THE BLESSING BCP 339

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain
with you always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN ¢ Rejoice, ye pure in heart « 556
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1 glo - rious ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King.
2 out the strains of joy and bliss, true rap - ture, mno - blest mirth.
3 an-swering ech - oes wup - ward float, like wreaths of in - cense cloud.
4 youth to age, by night and day, in glad - ness and in woe.
5 war - riors through the dark - ness toil, till dawns the gold - en day.
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re - joice, re - joice,
*6 At last the march shall end; *7 Then on, ye pure in heart!

the wearied ones shall rest;
the pilgrims find their Father’s house,
Jerusalem the blest. the cross of Christ your King.

Refrain Refrain
Words: Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891). Music: Marion, Arthur Henry Messiter (1834-1916).

Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
Your glorious banner wave on high

THE DISMISSAL

The dismissal signals the end of worship but the beginning of our service. Now that we have been renewed at
Christ’s altar, we are sent into the world to continue spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. In seasons of
festive celebration, like the great 50 days of Easter, we add “Alleluia, Alleluia” to our dismissal.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: FugueinD John Alcock

(1715-1806)
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TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

Celebrant The Rev. Preston Yancey, Interim Associate Rector
Preacher The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith, Rector

Choir Director Dr. Will McLean

Organist Dr. Jeffrey Peterson

Lector & Intercessors  Carolyn Turner

Vestry Hosts Jan Hicks and Len Brown

Ushers Cliff Burgess and Cyndie Burgess

Oblationer Kristi Carlile

Altar Guild Team V: Sandra Callan, Kristi Carlile, Susan Duncan, Amy

Grigsby, Carol Horner, Karen Johnson, Jenny Peel, Austin
Smith, Carolyn Turner, Carl Ballew

THE PRAYER LIST ¢ September 1-7

At Saint Paul’s, prayer is an important part of our vision to Live Faithfully. Every week, we pray for upcoming
birthdays and anniversaries, ten of our families, and the ill and infirm. If your birthday or anniversary is in the
next week, you are welcome to join us at the front for a prayer following the announcements.

BIRTHDAYS

Wanda Raley, Lisa Clevenger, Lorri Khoury, Chet Scheel, Willow Alexander, Ruth
Smith, the Rev. Preston Yancey, Julius Heyward Taylor, K. Paul Holt, Eric O’Neill,
Gordon Sage, Katie Ferraro, Camille Talbert, Richard Wright

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they
may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful;
raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding
abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNIVERSARIES

Julie and Bart Romig, Cyndie and Cliff Burgess, Kathleen and Pieter Sigtenhorst, Aimee
and Steve Hennessy

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your
servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience,
in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
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MEMBERS CYCLE

Elise and Zachary Mauzey; Beth Mayfield; John Miller Mayfield; Carter McBurnett;
Bill and Nancy McGovern; George, Catherine, and Donald McGovern; Charlotte

McNamara; Johnny and Beverly McNamara; Nancy McNamara-Groover; Andy and
Chris McSwain

ILL & INFIRM

Whether you are here for the first time or have been a member your whole life, we would love to pray for you. To
send in a prayer request, you may call the church office at 254-753-4501 or email contactus@saintpaulswaco.org.
You may also fill out the card titled “Prayer” on the back of the pew in front of you. If you are requesting prayer
for someone else, please ensure you have their permission or the permission of an immediate family member
before putting them on the public prayer list. We are happy to pray privately for those who do not wish to publish
their names.

Do you see someone on this list who is doing better? Please let us know! We would love to celebrate with them.

THIS WEEK

Lisa Moon, Jack Laing, Doris Strain, Peter Dailey, John Wesley Bottoms, Jessica Attas,
Charles Carroll, Erin Davis, Kelly Whitehead, Rock McNair, Roger Yount, Cindy
SoRelle, Benita Louvier, Carolyn Berry, Jack Compton, Mary Greaves, Rob Young, Brad
Canon, Kelly, Gail Wade, Glenda Goehrs, Foris Louvier, Paxton Dove, James Rowe,
Laura McNutt, Beth Mayfield, Amanda Horner, Warner Barnes, Sue Davis, Dorothy
Fisher, Shirley Williams, Khalida Javaid, Lily Williams, Lorri Khoury, Barbara Jensen,
Anna Kessler, Suzie Wright, Rollin Khoury, David Janda

ONGOING

Tom Brothers, Lauretta Buchanan, Samantha C., Merilyn Carden, Erin Clark, Clayton
Felton, Janette Flanary, Tom Haddad, Lezlie Hall, Ben Hambleton, Nancy Hightower,
Eva Jackson, Hannah Lessenger, Richard Mills III, Shannon O’Brien, Dennis Ramsey,
Carolyn Scheel, Wes Stafford, Adam Sattler III, Jan Sattler, Eric Stromme, Beverly Terrell,
Bud Unell, Neela Vera, Erin Young
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed Monday, September 2 for Labor Day. The office will

reopen for regular hours on Tuesday, September 3.

FAITH & FAMILIES

This month’s Faith & Families Dinner will be a

Faith

o4 B game night! Meet us in the Parish Hall at 5 PM on
& FamllleS. September 1. We'll grill burgers and hotdogs and
Family Dinner and supply sides. We hope you’ll bring a dessert and a
Game Night game to share. Scan the QR code to RSVP.

September 1+ 5 PM
Parish Hall

Bring a dessert and
game to share!

FORMATION RETURNING
Fall Form slolaia Formation is returning in September! Join Preston in

the conference room starting September 8 at 9 AM for
The Lost Parables of Jesus The Lost Parables of Jesus: Reclaiming the Questions
RaEE K Jesus Asks of Us. Richard Nettles is leading a class

The Gospel of Matth : .
S?artinzssgstm(gems:l o covering the Gospel of Matthew with the BEMA

Youth Formation podcast starting September 15 at 9 AM. Children’s

Stergl Seprmbers - 9 °g and Youth Formation will begin September 8.
Children’s Formation: Holy Moly

Starting Septmber 8 « 9 AM

GIVING COINS

We’re excited to introduce our new giving coins! These coins are for those who give
online, mail checks, or use other methods to give but still want to participate when the
plate is passed during the offertory. Pick up a coin at the Welcome Center as you arrive at
church and place it in the offering plate when it is passed during the service. We hope you
will participate in this small way to express our shared commitment to giving.
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SPIRITUS GLADIUS

The Summer Edition of Saint Paul’s magazine,

Spiritus Gladius, is here! Spiritus Gladius is an online
publication with a limited print run. Scan the QR code
to read. If you would like a print copy of the magazine,
please contact sarahm@saintpaulswaco.org.

SPIRITUS

S EPISCOPA CHPR(' A

LADIES NIGHT OUT

The next Ladies Night Out will be on Tuesday, September 3 at 5:30 PM at Casa de
Castillo.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Stop by the Parish Hall after church on Sunday, September 8 for an Ice Cream Social!

COLLEGE DINNER

College students and recent grads are welcome to join us for a monthly
dinner with Saint Paul’s. Our first meeting is Wednesday, September 11

at 7 PM at Slow Rise on the Brazos. Scan the QR code to RSVP.

THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION

As God’s people, we highly value the scriptures and want children to grow in their
understanding and use of them. As part of this mission, we want to gift each third-grade
parishioner with an age-appropriate Bible. This year, we will present Bibles on Sunday,
September 22 at the 10 AM service. If you have a third grader, please email Lisa@
saintpaulswaco.org.

ALTAR FLOWERS VASES

The Altar Guild is in need of clear, medium-sized vases. If you have some you’d like to
donate or return, please bring them to the church office or contact gbrown@hot.rr.com.
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SUNDAY FORMATION

THE LOST PARABLES OF JESUS:
RECLAIMING THE QUESTIONS JESUS ASKS
OF US

Join us for an in-depth consideration of Jesus’s parables placed within
their historical context and reconsidered with modern questions. Too
often, parables are presented as easy to understand, cookie-cutter
answers to questions posed to Jesus. However, the parables of Jesus are
not meant to tell us what to do, but how we can become wise. Parables
pose questions so we can discern with the Holy Spirit and with our
church community the right thing to do and the right time to do it. Join
us to learn how to ask new and better questions and to encounter the
questions that others bring to these enigmatic stories. Scan the QR code
to read the class schedule. This class begins September 8 at 9 AM in the
conference room.

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

We will be exploring the first century Jewish World of Jesus through
the lens of the Gospel of Matthew. We will follow the outline of the
Bema podcast (bemadiscipleship.com). Our goal is to provide an
understanding of Jesus and his ministry in the context of his first
century rabbinical movement. This class will begins with Season 3,
Episode 74. Scan the QR code to read the class schedule. This class
begins September 15 at 9 AM.

YOUTH FORMATION

Class begins September 8 at 9 AM. Youth Formation takes place each Sunday morning at
9 AM in the youth room. Email Sara@saintpaulswaco.org with questions.
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KINDERGARTEN-5TH GRADE: HOLY MOLY

Holy Moly is a fresh and fun way to engage children with their favorite Bible stories

in creative and vibrant ways! Participants will use their imaginations in this hands-on
journey through the Bible. This class meets in the Advent/Spanish Room on Memorial
Hall at 9 AM starting September 8.

PRESCHOOL: LET THE CHILDREN COME

Let the Children Come nursery program offers a multifaceted approach to introducing
colorful characters of the Old Testament and to the wonders of Jesus’ birth and life

through visuals, games, group play, singing, and other activities. This class meets at 10:00
AM in the Nursery.
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WEEKLY FORMATION

BENEDICTINE STUDY GROUP

Benedictine Study Group returns Tuesday, September 3. This group
meets on first and third Tuesdays at 12 PM in the church office library.
Scan the QR code to visit their website. All are welcome to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Centering Prayer is taking a pause. Please pray with the leaders as they discern the next
season of life for their ministry.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST

Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets weekly on Wednesday mornings in the Parish Hall.
Breakfast begins at 6:30 AM and study begins at 7 AM.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Women’s Bible study group meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM in the office library.
Our group is doing a twenty four-week video study from The Great Courses on the
Old Testament by Amy-Jill Levine, a professor with the Vanderbilt University Divinity
School. Please join us.
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SAINT+PAUL’S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

WORSHIP SERVICES

SUNDAY
8:00 AM  Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite |
10:00 AM  Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite Il

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
10:00 AM  Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite |

OFFICE HOURS
M-F 9 AM-4 PM
Closed Federal Holidays

601 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701
254-753-4501

SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
DAY SCHOOL

517 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701
office@speswaco.org
254-753-0246
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The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith
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The Rev. Alberto Melis
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Director of Youth Ministry
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Parish Administrator

Sarah Martin
Director of Communications & Membership

lona Easterwood
Accountant

Craig Finley
Facilities Director

Paul Hicks
Sexton

Charles Watson
Assisting Sexton

Willie Sergent
Retired Sexton Emeritus

Dr. Will McLean
Choir Director

Dr. Jeffrey Peterson
Organist

Liz Dover
Nursery Attendant

Skyler Skillman
Nursery Attendant

M’Lissa Howen
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