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+++ Live Faithfully

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms,
words, and actions through which public worhip is conducted.

The people’s responses are in bold.

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the
congregation can prepare for worship.

The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Stanley Hill Swift, Jr. by
Chynthia Swift.

PRELUDE: In Green Pastures Harold Darke
(1888-1976)

THE ENTRANCE RITE

We begin our worship as a gathered community by praising God in song.

The people stand as able.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN -+ Each little flower that opens + 405
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1 Each lit - tle flower that o - pens,each lit - tle bird that sings,
2 The pur - ple - head - ed moun-tain, the riv - er run - ning by,
3 The cold wind in the win - ter, the pleas - antsum - mer sun,
4 He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell
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he made their glow-ing col - ors, he made their ti - ny wings.
the sun - set, and the morn - ing that bright-ens up the sky,
the ripe fruits in the gar - den, he made them ev - ery one.
how great is God Al - might - y, who has made all things well.

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895). Music: Royal Oak, melody from The Dancing Master, 1686; adapt. and harm.
Martin Fallas Shaw (1875-1958), desc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Used by arrangement with G. Schirmer, Inc. Descant,
Copyright © 1979, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

BCP 355

This prayer is an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval church before the
Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Episcopal worship to this day.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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THE GLORIA + GlorybetoGod « 202
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Music: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1881-1968). By permission of Oxford University Press.

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY

This collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of
the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers
of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people sit.
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THE WORD OF GOD

The propers of the service are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons,
psalm, Gospel, and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from the Revised Common
Lectionary, which is a three year cycle of readings shared by many mainline denominations. Each year we retell
the Christian story from Advent through Pentecost.

THE FIRST LESSON -« Isaiah 58:1-9a

Our first lesson is usually from the Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. The exception to this is
in the Easter season, when we read lessons from the life of the early church in the Acts of the Apostles.

A Reading from Isaiah.
Shout out, do not hold back!

Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments,
they delight to draw near to God.
“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
and oppress all your workers.
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.

Is such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?
Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
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when you see the naked, to cover them,

and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,

and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,

the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;

you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE ¢ Psalm 124

The psalms are sung or spoken prayers that cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one
another. The psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and often it relates to the themes read in
the lesson.

Read in unison.

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;

5 Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.

6 Blessed be the Lord! *
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, *
the maker of heaven and earth.
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THE SECOND LESSON « James 5:13-20

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts of
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

A Reading from James.

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing
songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has
committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray

for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain,
and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought
back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering
will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL

We invite your child to join our Children’s Chapel program this morning! Children ages pre-k through 6th grade
are invited to follow our Director of Children’s & Family Ministry, Lisa St. Romain, to the Children’s Chapel.
Chaperoned children younger than pre-k are welcome to join with a parent. After the exchange of the peace,
children are directed back to their seats.

The people stand as able.
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SEQUENCE HYMN ¢ Come, thou fount of every blessing + 686
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Words: Robert Robinson (1735-1790), alt. Music: Nettleton, melody from A Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813; harm.

Gerre Hancock (b. 1934).
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THE GOSPEL « Mark 9:38-50

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life,
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show
the particular importance placed on Jesus” words and actions.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for
no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil
of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were
thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire.
And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame
than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble,
tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have
two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never
quenched.

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

THE SERMON +« The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith, Rector

The sermon directly follows the Gospel and helps illuminate the scriptual readings and relate them to daily life.

The people stand as able at the invitation of the celebrant to recite the Nicene Creed.
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THE NICENE CREED BCP 358

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo” which means “I believe.” First formulated at the Council
of Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at services of Holy Eucharist and
reflects the Christian belief in the Holy Trinity and the relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Maryj,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE « Form III BCP 387

We pray for ourselves and on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the Universal Church, the nation and
all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those who are in need
or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship, the Church —
the Body of Christ. A brief silence is kept between each bidding.

The people kneel or sit. The intercessor and people pray responsively.

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

THE CONCLUDING COLLECT

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN BCP 360

Confessing our sins, receiving absolution, and sharing signs of peace with one another prepares us to receive
Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A brief silence is kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The people stand as able.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness, and shared in
the peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what
God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and materially in the money we give.

All are invited to support Saint Paul’s mission to Live Faithfully as the plate is passed, at saintpaulswaco.org/
give, or by scanning the QR code on the card titled “Giving” on the back of the pew in front of you.

If you give online, mail checks, or use other methods to give but still want to participate when the plate is passed,
you are welcome to pick up a giving coin at the Welcome Center and place it in the offering plate as it is passed.
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THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.

OFFERTORY MUSIC Shine on Us
Deborah and Michael W. Smith

The people stand as able.

THE DOXOLOGY + From all that dwell below the skies (verse 3) «+ 380

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING « Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has
done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a
long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper,
where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the
Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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SANCTUS S 114

The Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based on Isaiah 6:3.
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Music: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968). By permission of Oxford University Press.

The people kneel or stand.

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the
end of the age. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

”»

me.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

THE GREAT AMEN

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the presider has
prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in The Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness
of the congregation’s response.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 363

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

FRACTION ANTHEM S 158
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world, grant us thy peace.

Music: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968). By permission of Oxford University Press.
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THE PRESENTATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion at
the acolyte’s direction. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. If you would prefer to receive communion
from your pew, you may remain seated during altar rail distribution. A priest will come to the congregation for
anyone wishing to remain in the pew. You may raise your hand to get their attention.

COMMUNION MUSIC

Seek Ye First Karen Lafferty
Father I Adore You Terrye Coelho
Holy Ground Christopher Beatty and Geron Davis

COMMUNION HYMN + We gather together + 433
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1 We gath - er to - geth - er to ask the Lord’s bless - ing;
2 Be side us to guide wus, our God with us join - ing,
3 We all do ex - tol thee, thou lead - er tri - um-phant,
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he chas - tens and has - tens his will to make known;
or dain - ing, main - tain - ing his king - dom di - vine;
and pray that thou still our de - fend - er wilt be.
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the wick - ed op - press-ing now cease from dis - tress - ing:
SO from  the be - gin-ning the fight we were  win - ning:
Let thy con-gre - ga-tion es - cape trib - u - la - tion:
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sing prais - es to his Name; he for - gets not his own.
thou, Lord, wast at our  side: all__ glo - ry be thine!
thy Name be ev - er praised! O__ Lord, make us free!
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Words: Anon. 1625; tr. Theodore Baker (1851-1934). Music: Kremser, from Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626; arr. Eduard
Kremser (1838-1914).
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COMMUNION HYMN -+ Forthe bread which you have broken « 341
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1 For the bread  which you have bro - ken, for the
2 By  this pledge, Lord, that you love us, by your
3 As our bless - ed ones a - dore you, seat - ed
4 In your ser - Vvice, Lord, de - fend us; in our
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wine which you have poured,  for the words which  you have
gift of peace re -  stored, by your call to  heaven a -
at our Fa - ther’s board, may the Church  still wait - ing
hearts keep watch and ward, in the world to which you
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spo -  ken, now we give you thanks, @) Lord.
bove us, hal - low all  our lives, O Lord.
for you keep love’s tie un - bro - ken, Lord.
send us let your king - dom come, O Lord.
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Words: Louis F. Benson (1855-1930), alt. Copyright © Louis F. Benson. Used by permission of Robert F. Jeffery. Music: Omni
die, melody from Gross Catolisch Gesangbuch, 1631; harm. William Smith Rockstro (1823-1895).
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365
The people kneel or sit.
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING BCP 339

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.

The people stand as able.
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CLOSING HYMN ¢ Joyful, joyful, we adore thee « 376

N # | | | | | | | | . | | | \
J o I I [ I I I I [ I N
6 o1l H:rx e S
D) | | | |
rrrr - rr
1 Joy-ful, joy - ful, we a- dore thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love;
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heaven re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er Dbless-ing, ev - er blest,
IR R IR R RV R S S
T # & | 5 » e —
1 ! I ! ! * r ! A
/i — T S — S
L g o o | w1, o 3 8 3+ -
A\SV ol : 124
5 ! f it F— r ] | F U
hearts un - fold like flowers be - fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-roundthee, cen-ter of un - bro-ken praise.
well - spring of the joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of  hap-py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness; drive the dark of doubt a - way;
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, bloom-ing mea-dow, flash - ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our Bro -ther: all who live in love are thine;
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giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant - ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain, «call us to re - joice in thee
teach__  us how to love each o - ther, lift us to the  joy di-vine
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Words: Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933). Music: Hymn to Joy, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827); adapt. Edward Hodges

(1796-1867), alt.
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THE DISMISSAL BCP 366

The dismissal signals the end of worship but the beginning of our service. Now that we have been renewed at
Christ’s altar, we are sent into the world to continue spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. In seasons of
festive celebration, like the great 50 days of Easter, we add “Alleluia, Alleluia” to our dismissal.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Toccatain C Johann Pachelbel
(1653-1706)
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TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

Celebrant
Preacher

Choir Director
Organist

Vestry Hosts
LEMs

First Lesson Lector
Psalm Reader
Second Lesson Lector
Intercessor
Crucifer
Torchbearers
Banner bearer
Ushers
Oblationers
Greeters

Altar Guild

The Rev. Preston Yancey, Interim Associate Rector

The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith, Rector

Dr. Will McLean

Dr. Jeffrey Peterson

Jan Hicks and Ford Taylor

Felicia Goodman and David Clinton

Gia Turner

Sky Lehman

Emma Harris

Porter Hall

Charlotte Allison

Mc Hickman and Georgia Taylor

Ella Armstron

Elise Allison and Delaney Hall

Hannah Hunting Horse and Tori Turner

Emma Beth Greenawalt and Emma Grace Graham

Team III: Alison Fung, Bonnie Carpenter, Susan Harriman,
Jane Hart, Dawn Khoury, Ruth Miller, Suzy Nettles, Cindy
SoRelle, Laura Swann, Ellen Taylor, Carl Ballew

THE PRAYER LIST ¢+ September 29-October 5

At Saint Paul’s, prayer is an important part of our vision to Live Faithfully. Every week, we pray for upcoming
birthdays and anniversaries, ten of our families, and the ill and infirm. If your birthday or anniversary is in the
next week, you are welcome to join us at the front for a prayer following the announcements.

BIRTHDAYS

Janet Bagby, James Harkins, Brody Brown, Paxton Dove, Alison Fung, Ken Hafertepe,
Tom Oliver, Elisa Rainey, Daniel Scott, Jeff Castleberry, Dain Shelton

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they
may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful;
raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding
abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNIVERSARIES

Sydney and Paul Easley, Lorie and Eric O’Neill, Susan and Gordon Harriman, Robin
and Dale Evans, Kira Ann and Lance Harris

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the
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spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your
servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience,
in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

MEMBERS CYCLE

James, Elisa, Logan, and Connor Rainey; Wanda Raley; Debbie Reed, Payton and Kayla
Fry; Phil and Betsy Reeder; Chuck Reeves; Gerald and Lynda Sue Rhea; Jay, April,
Emma, Georgia, and Trey Rhea; Newman, Brooke, and Newman Richards; Rod and
Sara Richie; Charlie, Elizabeth, Reagan, and Will Rigney

ILL & INFIRM

Whether you are here for the first time or have been a member your whole life, we would love to pray for you. To
send in a prayer request, you may call the church office at 254-753-4501 or email contactus@saintpaulswaco.org.
You may also fill out the card titled “Prayer” on the back of the pew in front of you. If you are requesting prayer
for someone else, please ensure you have their permission or the permission of an immediate family member
before putting them on the public prayer list. We are happy to pray privately for those who do not wish to publish
their names.

Do you see someone on this list who is doing better? Please let us know! We would love to celebrate with them.

THIS WEEK

Sharon Morrow, Lisa Moon, Doris Strain, Peter Dailey, John Wesley Bottoms, Jessica
Attas, Erin Davis, Kelly Whitehead, Rock McNair, Roger Yount, Cindy SoRelle, Benita
Louvier, Carolyn Berry, Jack Compton, Mary Greaves, Rob Young, Brad Canon, Kelly,
Gail Wade, Glenda Goehrs, Foris Louvier, Paxton Dove, James Rowe, Laura McNutt,
Beth Mayfield, Amanda Horner, Warner Barnes, Sue Davis, Dorothy Fisher, Shirley
Williams, Khalida Javaid, Lily Williams, Lorri Khoury, Barbara Jensen, Anna Kessler,
Suzie Wright, Rollin Khoury, David Janda

ONGOING

Tom Brothers, Lauretta Buchanan, Samantha C., Merilyn Carden, Erin Clark, Clayton
Felton, Janette Flanary, Tom Haddad, Lezlie Hall, Ben Hambleton, Nancy Hightower,
Eva Jackson, Hannah Lessenger, Richard Mills III, Shannon O’Brien, Dennis Ramsey,
Carolyn Scheel, Wes Stafford, Adam Sattler III, Jan Sattler, Eric Stromme, Beverly Terrell,
Bud Unell, Neela Vera, Erin Young
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Robertand Betty Young Sacred Arts Series

Baylor University Chamber Singers

J.S: Bach’s Gottes Zeitist die allerbeste Zeit, BW'V 106

September/29 ¢« 4 PM
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church

SAINT: PAUL’S % ‘ Baylor University

STORIES
of LIGHT

Saint Paul’s Stewardship 2025

SACRED ARTS SERIES

For the fall concert of the The Robert and Betty
Young Sacred Arts Series, we are thrilled to host

the Baylor Chamber Singers under the direction of
Dr. Kristina MacMullen at Saint Paul’s at 4 PM on
September 29. This concert will feature the Chamber
Singers, a consort of instruments, and soloists on J.S.
Bach’s Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit, BWV 106

and other selected works performed in our Chapel of
the Four Sisters. Robert Young founded the Baylor
Chamber Singers and his influence on the choral
program at Baylor is still felt to this day. All events
will be free and open to the public. Free-will donations
offset a portion of our costs; however, if you are
interested in providing additional support or would
like to receive email notification of upcoming concerts,
please contact Dr. Will McLean at will_mcleanl@
baylor.edu. We look forward to seeing you at the
upcoming year’s concerts!

STEWARDSHIP KICKOFF

QOur annual Stewardship season is kicking off Sunday,
October 6! Pick up your stewardship packet in the
narthex and then join us in the Parish Hall for a
delicious breakfast cooked by the Men’s Prayer
Breakfast team.
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

Blessing of the Animals

-func@!,-Octo‘pe’r 13-10 AN ’ Blessing of the Animals is Sunday, October 13. All

4 !

well-behaved creatures in carriers or on leashes
are welcome to come and receive a blessing in the
courtyard during the 10 AM service. If you cannot
bring your pet to church, please feel free to bring a
photo.

COLLEGE DINNER

College students and recent gradsare welcome to join us for a monthly
dinner with Saint Paul’s. On October 9 at 7 PMwe’ll meet at Saint Paul’s
for food and fun! Scan the QR code to let us know you are coming.

CAMERON PARK ZOO ADVENTURE

Meet us at Cameron Park Zoo on October 12at 9:30 AMfor our annual
blessing of the zoo animals! Come learn about creation care, love of
animals, and God’s blessing for all of us, and then explore the zoo and
bless some animals along the way. We’ll pay admission for anyone who
doesn’t already have a zoo membership. Then, we’ll meet for lunch at
11 am at Slow Rise on the Brazos. In the event of rain, we will not go to
the zoo but we’ll still meet for lunch. Scan the QR code to RSVP so we
can have an accurate count for the day!

GIVING COINS

We’re excited to introduce our new giving coins! These coins are for those who give
online, mail checks, or use other methods to give but still want to participate when the
plate is passed during the offertory. Pick up a coin at the Welcome Center as you arrive at
church and place it in the offering plate when it is passed during the service. We hope you
will participate in this small way to express our shared commitment to giving.

SPIRITUS GLADIUS

The Summer Edition of Saint Paul’s magazine, Spiritus Gladius, is here!
Spiritus Gladius is an online publication with a limited print run. Scan
the QR code to read. If you would like a print copy of the magazine,
please contact sarahm@saintpaulswaco.org.
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SUNDAY FORMATION

THE LOST PARABLES OF JESUS:
RECLAIMING THE QUESTIONS JESUS ASKS
OF US

Join us for an in-depth consideration of Jesus’s parables placed within
their historical context and reconsidered with modern questions. Too
often, parables are presented as easy to understand, cookie-cutter
answers to questions posed to Jesus. However, the parables of Jesus are
not meant to tell us what to do, but how we can become wise. Parables
pose questions so we can discern with the Holy Spirit and with our
church community the right thing to do and the right time to do it. Join
us to learn how to ask new and better questions and to encounter the
questions that others bring to these enigmatic stories. Scan the QR code
to read the class schedule. This class begins September 8 at 9 AM in the
conference room.

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

We will be exploring the first century Jewish World of Jesus through
the lens of the Gospel of Matthew. We will follow the outline of the
Bema podcast (bemadiscipleship.com). Our goal is to provide an
understanding of Jesus and his ministry in the context of his first
century rabbinical movement. This class will begins with Season 3,
Episode 74. Scan the QR code to read the class schedule. This class
begins September 15 at 9 AM.

YOUTH FORMATION

Class begins September 8 at 9 AM. Youth Formation takes place each Sunday morning at
9 AM in the youth room. Email Sara@saintpaulswaco.org with questions.

KINDERGARTEN-5TH GRADE: HOLY MOLY

Holy Moly is a fresh and fun way to engage children with their favorite Bible stories

in creative and vibrant ways! Participants will use their imaginations in this hands-on
journey through the Bible. This class meets in the Advent/Spanish Room on Memorial
Hall at 9 AM starting September 8.
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PRESCHOOL: LET THE CHILDREN COME

Let the Children Come nursery program offers a multifaceted approach to introducing
colorful characters of the Old Testament and to the wonders of Jesus’ birth and life
through visuals, games, group play, singing, and other activities. This class meets at 10:00

AM in the Nursery.

WEEKLY FORMATION

BENEDICTINE STUDY GROUP

Benedictine Study Group returns Tuesday, September 3. This group
meets on first and third Tuesdays at 12 PM in the church office library.
Scan the QR code to visit their website. All are welcome to join.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST

Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets weekly on Wednesday mornings in the Parish Hall.
Breakfast begins at 6:30 AM and study begins at 7 AM.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Women’s Bible study group meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM in the office library.
Our group is doing a twenty four-week video study from The Great Courses on the
Old Testament by Amy-Jill Levine, a professor with the Vanderbilt University Divinity
School. Please join us.

Saint Paul’s, Waco ¢ 29



Saint Paul’s, Waco ¢ 30



Saint Paul’s, Waco ¢ 31



SAINT+PAUL’S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

WORSHIP SERVICES

SUNDAY
8:00 AM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite |
10:00 AM  Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite Il

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
10:00 AM  Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite |

OFFICE HOURS
M-F 9 AM-4 PM
Closed Federal Holidays

601 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701
254-753-4501

SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
DAY SCHOOL

517 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701
office@speswaco.org
254-753-0246

SAINT PAUL’S STAFF

The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith

Rector

The Rev. Preston Yancey
Interim Associate Rector

The Rev. Alberto Melis
Deacon

The Rev. Dr. D. Ray Bagby
Retired Priest Associate

Lisa St. Romain
Director of Children & Family Ministry

Sara Allison
Director of Youth Ministry

Brandi Goddard
Parish Administrator

Sarah Martin
Director of Communications & Membership

lona Easterwood
Accountant

Paul Hicks
Sexton

Charles Watson
Assisting Sexton

Willie Sergent
Retired Sexton Emeritus

Dr. Will McLean
Choir Director

Dr. Jeffrey Peterson
Organist

Liz Dover
Nursery Attendant

M’Lissa Howen
Head of School



