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/\ The Holy Eucharist

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
October 13, 2024 + 10 AM

Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Waco, TX

+++ Live Faithfully

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms,
words, and actions through which public worhip is conducted.

The people’s responses are in bold.

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the
congregation can prepare for worship.

The flowers on the altar today are given by K. Paul Holt and Donna G. Miller to the glory of God and in
celebration of our wedding here at Saint Paul’s Church on 14 October 1989.

PRELUDE: Nature’s Graces Fracis Couperin
(1668-1733)
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THE ENTRANCE RITE

We begin our worship as a gathered community by praising God in song.

The people stand as able.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN -« Alleluia! sing to Jesus (vs. 1,3,5) + 460
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Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898). Music: Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887).
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP 355

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

This prayer is an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval church before the
Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Episcopal worship to this day.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY

This collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of
the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the
vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may, for love of you,
delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns withyou and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people sit.

THE WORD OF GOD

The propers of the service are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons,
psalm, Gospel, and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from the Revised Common
Lectionary, which is a three year cycle of readings shared by many mainline denominations. Each year we retell
the Christian story from Advent through Pentecost.

THE FIRST LESSON +« Job 12:7-10a

Our first lesson is usually from the Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. The exception to this is
in the Easter season, when we read lessons from the life of the early church in the Acts of the Apostles.

A Reading from Job.

“But ask the animals, and they will teach you,
the birds of the air, and they will tell you;
ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you,
and the fish of the sea will declare to you.
Who among all these does not know
that the hand of the Lord has done this?
In his hand is the life of every living thing
and the breath of every human being.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE RESPONSE + Psalm 121

The psalms are sung or spoken prayers that cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one
another. The psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and often it relates to the themes read in
the lesson.

Read in unison.

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved *
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The LORD himself watches over you; *
the LORD is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
nor the moon by night.

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; *
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and
your coming in, *
from this time forth for evermore.
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SEQUENCE HYMN -« Bethoumywision + 488
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Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931); tr. Eleanor H. Hull (1860-1935), alt. Music: Slane, Irish
ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. David Evans (1874-1948). By permission of Oxford University Press.

THE GOSPEL « Luke 12:22-32

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life,
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show
the particular importance placed on Jesus” words and actions.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food and the body
more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than
the birds! And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to your span of life? If
then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest?
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Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon
in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will

he clothe you, you of little faith! And do not keep seeking what you are to eat and what
you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that seek all
these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, and
these things will be given to you as well.

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

God’s animals inhabit the skies, the earth, and the sea. They share in the fortunes of
human existence and have a part in human life. God, who confers gifts on all living
things, has often used the service of animals or made them reminders of the gifts of
salvation.

Animals were saved from the flood and afterwards made a part of the covenant with
Noah. The paschal lamb recalls the Passover sacrifice and the deliverance from slavery
in Egypt. A giant fish saved Jonah; ravens brought bread to Elijah; animals were included
in the repentance of Nineveh; and animals share in Christ’s redemption of all God’s
creation.

We, therefore, invoke God’s blessing on these animals. As we do so, let us praise the
Creator and thank God for setting us as stewards over all the creatures of the earth.

The Officiant and assisting Minister then lay hands upon each animal with these or similar words.

Bless, O Lord, this creature, and fill our hearts with thanksgiving for its being.
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THE PRAYER OF SAINT FRANCIS

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.

O, God, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness, and shared in
the peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what
God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and materially in the money we give.

All are invited to support Saint Paul’s mission to Live Faithfully as the plate is passed, at saintpaulswaco.org/
give, or by scanning the QR code on the card titled “Giving” on the back of the pew in front of you.

If you give online, mail checks, or use other methods to give but still want to participate when the plate is passed,
you are welcome to pick up a giving coin at the Welcome Center and place it in the offering plate as it is passed.

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.
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OFFERTORY MUSIC These are they which follow the Lamb
John Goss

The people stand as able.

THE DOXOLOGY -« From all that dwell below the skies (verse 3) + 380

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING « Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has
done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a
long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper,
where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the
Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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SANCTUS S 114

The Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based on Isaiah 6:3.
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Music: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968). By permission of Oxford University Press.

The people kneel or stand.

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the
end of the age. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

THE GREAT AMEN

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the presider has
prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in The Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness
of the congregation’s response.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 363

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

FRACTION ANTHEM
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world, grant us thy peace.

Music: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968). By permission of Oxford University Press.
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THE PRESENTATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion at
the acolyte’s direction. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. If you would prefer to receive communion
from your pew, you may remain seated during altar rail distribution. A priest will come to the congregation for
anyone wishing to remain in the pew. You may raise your hand to get their attention.

COMMUNION HYMN -« Takemy life, and letit be «+ 707
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Words: Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879), alt. Music: Hollingside, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876).
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COMMUNION HYMN ¢ Rockof Ages + 685
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Words: Augustus Montague Toplady (1740-1778), alt. Music: Toplady, Thomas Hastings (1784-1872).
POST COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365

The people kneel or sit.

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE BLESSING BCP 339

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.

The people stand as able.

CLOSING HYMN ¢ O God, our help in ages past «+ 680
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2 suf - fi-cient 1is thine arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
3 from ev - er - last - ing thou art God, to end-less years the same.
4 short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.
5 they fly, for - got - ten, as a dreamdies at the o - pening day.
o L4 3 ,M S R E—]
e e
6 O God, our help in ages past, be thou our guide while life shall last,
our hope for years to come, and our eternal home.

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.; para. of Psalm 90. Music: St. Anne, melody att. William Croft (1678-1727), alt.; harm.
William Henry Monk (1823-1889).
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THE DISMISSAL BCP 366

The dismissal signals the end of worship but the beginning of our service. Now that we have been renewed at
Christ’s altar, we are sent into the world to continue spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. In seasons of
festive celebration, like the great 50 days of Easter, we add “Alleluia, Alleluia” to our dismissal.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: The Call of the Birds Jean-Philippe Rameau
(1683-1764)
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TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

Celebrant The Rev. Preston Yancey, Interim Associate Rector
Preacher The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith, Rector

Choir Director Dr. Will McLean

Organist Dr. Jeffrey Peterson

Vestry Hosts John Miller Mayfield and Pam Crow

Lector & Intercessor Pati Milligan and Piers Bateman

Ushers Steve and Kathleen Dow

Oblationer Aryn Burgess

Altar Guild Team V: Sandra Callan, Kristi Carlile, Susan Duncan, Amy

Grigsby, Carol Horner, Karen Johnson, Jenny Peel, Austin
Smith, Carolyn Turner, Carl Ballew

THE PRAYER LIST ¢ October 13-19

At Saint Paul’s, prayer is an important part of our vision to Live Faithfully. Every week, we pray for upcoming
birthdays and anniversaries, ten of our families, and the ill and infurm. If your birthday or anniversary is in the
next week, you are welcome to join us at the front for a prayer following the announcements.

BIRTHDAYS

Zeke LaBorde, Sara Richie, Betty Flowers, Mabry Johnson, Cyndie Burgess, Penny Chase,
Nicole Dizdar, Wyn Taylor, Douglas Young

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they
may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful;
raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding
abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNIVERSARIES
Donna Miller and K. Paul Holt, Betty and Tom Flowers

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your
servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience,
in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
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MEMBERS CYCLE

Stuart and Elizabeth Smith; Paul and Melissa Stone; Doris and Michael Strain; Bo and
Ginger Strickland; Mary Stringer; Jane Swan; Tod and Laura Swann; Sue Ann Swenke;
Tyler, Camille, Theo, and Thatcher Talbert; Ford and Ellen Taylor

ILL & INFIRM

Whether you are here for the first time or have been a member your whole life, we would love to pray for you. To
send in a prayer request, you may call the church office at 254-753-4501 or email contactus@saintpaulswaco.org.
You may also fill out the card titled “Prayer” on the back of the pew in front of you. If you are requesting prayer
for someone else, please ensure you have their permission or the permission of an immediate family member
before putting them on the public prayer list. We are happy to pray privately for those who do not wish to publish
their names.

Do you see someone on this list who is doing better? Please let us know! We would love to celebrate with them.

THIS WEEK

Sharon Morrow, Lisa Moon, Doris Strain, Peter Dailey, John Wesley Bottoms, Jessica
Attas, Kelly Whitehead, Rock McNair, Roger Yount, Cindy SoRelle, Benita Louvier,
Carolyn Berry, Jack Compton, Mary Greaves, Rob Young, Brad Canon, Kelly, Gail
Wade, Glenda Goehrs, Foris Louvier, Paxton Dove, James Rowe, Laura McNutt, Beth
Mayfield, Amanda Horner, Warner Barnes, Sue Davis, Dorothy Fisher, Shirley Williams,
Khalida Javaid, Lily Williams, Lorri Khoury, Barbara Jensen, Anna Kessler, Suzie Wright,
Rollin Khoury, David Janda

ONGOING

Tom Brothers, Lauretta Buchanan, Samantha C., Merilyn Carden, Erin Clark, Clayton
Felton, Janette Flanary, Tom Haddad, Lezlie Hall, Ben Hambleton, Nancy Hightower,
Eva Jackson, Hannah Lessenger, Richard Mills III, Shannon O’Brien, Dennis Ramsey,
Carolyn Scheel, Wes Stafford, Adam Sattler III, Jan Sattler, Eric Stromme, Beverly Terrell,
Bud Unell, Neela Vera, Erin Young
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

HURRICANE RELIEF

With Hurricanes Helene and Milton, many communities in the
Southeast urgently need support. Scan the QR code to read about three
organizations doing amazing work and get links to donate.

FAITH & FAMILIES: CANDY SCIENCE

Family Fun on October20that 5:30 PM! There will be plenty of tasty
supplies for you to do some candy science. Children and their families
will build, experiment, and learn together. It’s sweet fun for everyone. A

meal will follow at 6 PM.

NECROLOGIES

We will celebrate All Saints’ Day on Sunday, November 3 by reading and printing a
necrology. Names of parishioners, family, and friends who have died this past year will be
read during our services. All names submitted will be included in our Order of Worship.
Please submit names to sarahm@saintpaulswaco.org by Tuesday, October 29.

QUARTERLY PLEDGE STATEMENTS

Quarterly pledge statements have been sent. This update comesfrom the email
notifications@onrealm.org and will remind you how much you pledged for 2024 and how
much you have contributed to that pledge so far. Please check your inbox for this update
and contact the church office if you have any questions.

VESTRY NOMINATIONS

Vestry nominations are now open through November 8. The vestry
is the governance board of the church and is tasked with strategic
planning and fiscal responsibility. Terms are for three years. To view
and download a nomination packet, scan the QR code.

GIVING COINS

We're excited to introduce our new giving coins! These coins are for those who give
online, mail checks, or use other methods to give but still want to participate when the
plate is passed during the offertory. Pick up a coin at the Welcome Center as you arrive at
church and place it in the offering plate when it is passed during the service. We hope you
will participate in this small way to express our shared commitment to giving.
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SUNDAY FORMATION

THE LOST PARABLES OF JESUS:
RECLAIMING THE QUESTIONS JESUS ASKS
OF US

Join us for an in-depth consideration of Jesus’s parables placed within
their historical context and reconsidered with modern questions. Too
often, parables are presented as easy to understand, cookie-cutter
answers to questions posed to Jesus. However, the parables of Jesus are
not meant to tell us what to do, but how we can become wise. Parables
pose questions so we can discern with the Holy Spirit and with our
church community the right thing to do and the right time to do it. Join
us to learn how to ask new and better questions and to encounter the
questions that others bring to these enigmatic stories. Scan the QR code
to read the class schedule. This class begins September 8 at 9 AM in the
conference room.

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

We will be exploring the first century Jewish World of Jesus through
the lens of the Gospel of Matthew. We will follow the outline of the
Bema podcast (bemadiscipleship.com). Our goal is to provide an
understanding of Jesus and his ministry in the context of his first
century rabbinical movement. This class will begins with Season 3,
Episode 74. Scan the QR code to read the class schedule. This class
begins September 15 at 9 AM.

YOUTH FORMATION

Class begins September 8 at 9 AM. Youth Formation takes place each Sunday morning at
9 AM in the youth room. Email Sara@saintpaulswaco.org with questions.

KINDERGARTEN-5TH GRADE: HOLY MOLY

Holy Moly is a fresh and fun way to engage children with their favorite Bible stories

in creative and vibrant ways! Participants will use their imaginations in this hands-on
journey through the Bible. This class meets in the Advent/Spanish Room on Memorial
Hall at 9 AM starting September 8.
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PRESCHOOL: LET THE CHILDREN COME

Let the Children Come nursery program offers a multifaceted approach to introducing
colorful characters of the Old Testament and to the wonders of Jesus’ birth and life
through visuals, games, group play, singing, and other activities. This class meets at 10:00

AM in the Nursery.

WEEKLY FORMATION

BENEDICTINE STUDY GROUP

Benedictine Study Group meets on first and third Tuesdays at 12 PM in
the church office library. Scan the QR code to visit their website. All are
welcome to join.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST

Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets weekly on Wednesday mornings in the Parish Hall.
Breakfast begins at 6:30 AM and study begins at 7 AM.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Women’s Bible study group meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM in the office library.
Our group is currently studying “Searching for the Historical Jesus with Jean-Pierre
Isbouts” by Wondrium. Please join us.
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