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The Holy Eucharist
The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
February 23, 2025 • 10 AM
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Waco, TX

• • •  Live Faithfully

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our 
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of 
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, 
words, and actions through which public worhip is conducted.

The people’s responses are in bold.

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the 
congregation can prepare for worship.

T H E  E N T R A N C E  R I T E

P R E L U D E : Andante vivace in D	 John Alcock
	 (1715-1806)

We begin our worship as a gathered community by praising God in song.

The people stand as able.

P R O C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N  •  Before the Lord’s eternal throne •  3 9 1

The flowers on the altar today are given by Asa and Pat Waterman to the glory of God in thanksgiving for their 
children and grandchildren.
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T H E  O P E N I N G  A C C L A M AT I O N 	 B C P  3 5 5

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

T H E  C O L L E C T  F O R  P U R I T Y

This prayer is an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval church before the 
Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Episcopal worship to this day.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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T H E  G L O R I A  •  Glory be to God •  S  2 0 2
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T H E  C O L L E C T  F O R  T H E  D AY

This collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of 
the Church Year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing: Send 
your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond 
of peace and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. 
Grant this for the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people sit.
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T H E  F I R S T  L E S S O N  •  Genesis 45:3-11,15

Our first lesson is usually from the Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. The exception to this is 
in the Easter season, when we read lessons from the life of the early church in the Acts of the Apostles.

A Reading from Genesis.

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could 
not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, 
“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or 
angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for 
you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says 
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You 
shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and 
your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will 
provide for you there--since there are five more years of famine to come--so that you and 
your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’”

And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked 
with him.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

T H E  WO R D  O F  G O D
The propers of the service are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons, 
psalm, Gospel, and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from the Revised Common 
Lectionary, which is a three year cycle of readings shared by many mainline denominations. Each year we retell 
the Christian story from Advent through Pentecost.

T H E  R E S P O N S E  •  Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42
The psalms are sung or spoken prayers that cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one 
another. The psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and often it relates to the themes read in 
the lesson.

Read responsively by whole verse.

1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 
	 do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
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2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 
	 and like the green grass fade away.

3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; * 
	 dwell in the land and feed on its riches.

4 Take delight in the Lord, * 
	 and he shall give you your heart’s desire.

5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, * 
	 and he will bring it to pass.

6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 
	 and your just dealing as the noonday.

7 Be still before the Lord * 
	 and wait patiently for him.

8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 
	 the one who succeeds in evil schemes.

9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 
	 do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil.

10 For evildoers shall be cut off, * 
	 but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess the land.

11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; * 
	 you shall search out their place, but they will not be there.

12 But the lowly shall possess the land; * 
	 they will delight in abundance of peace.

41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the Lord; * 
	 he is their stronghold in time of trouble.

42 The Lord will help them and rescue them; * 
	 he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, 
	 because they seek refuge in him.

T H E  S E C O N D  L E S S O N  •  1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts of 
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

A Reading from 1 Corinthians.

Someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 
Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do 
not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 
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S E Q U E N C E  H Y M N  •  Love divine, all loves excelling •  6 5 7

C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H A P E L

We invite your child to join our Children’s Chapel program this morning! Children ages pre-k through 6th grade 
are invited to follow our Director of Children’s & Family Ministry, Lisa Terry-Ickles, to the Children’s Chapel. 
Chaperoned children younger than pre-k are welcome to join with a parent. After the exchange of the peace, 
children are directed back to their seats.

The people stand as able.

But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical 
body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a 
living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is 
first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of 
dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the 
dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne 
the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The people stand as able at the introduction of the Sequence hymn.
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T H E  S E R M O N  •  The Rev. Dr. D. Ray Bagby, Retired Priest Associate

The sermon directly follows the Gospel and helps illuminate the scriptual readings and relate them to daily life.

The people stand as able at the invitation of the Celebrant to recite the Nicene Creed.

T H E  G O S P E L  •  Luke 6:27-38

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life, 
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show 
the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold 
even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your 
goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your 
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and 
you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.
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T H E  N I C E N E  C R E E D 	 B C P  3 5 8

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo” which means “I believe.” First formulated at the Council 
of Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at services of Holy Eucharist and 
reflects the Christian belief in the Holy Trinity and the relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
      by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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T H E  P R AY E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E 	 B C P  3 9 2

We pray for ourselves and on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the Universal Church, the nation and 
all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those who are in need 
or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship, the Church — 
the Body of Christ. A brief silence is kept between each bidding.

The people kneel or sit.

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence.

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence. The people may add their own petitions.

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence. The people may add their own thanksgivings.

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence. The people may add their own petitions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you.
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T H E  A B S O L U T I O N

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

The people stand as able.

T H E  P E A C E

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

T H E  C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N 	 B C P  3 6 0

Confessing our sins, receiving absolution, and sharing signs of peace with one another prepares us to receive 
Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A brief silence is kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

T H E  C O N C L U D I N G  C O L L E C T

Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we 
may obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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T H E  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N

T H E  O F F E RT O RY

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness, and shared in 
the peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what 
God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and materially in the money we give.

All are invited to support Saint Paul’s mission to Live Faithfully as the plate is passed, at saintpaulswaco.org/
give, or by scanning the QR code on the card titled “Giving” on the back of the pew in front of you.

If you give online, mail checks, or use other methods to give but still want to participate when the plate is passed, 
you are welcome to pick up a giving coin at the Welcome Center and place it in the offering plate as it is passed.

T H E  O F F E RT O RY  S E N T E N C E

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.

O F F E RT O RY  M U S I C   	 Come, Holy Ghost 
Thomas Attwood

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire
And lighten with celestial fire;
Thou the anointing Spirit art
Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart:

Thy blessed unction from above
Is comfort, life and fire of love;
Enable with perpetual light
The dullness of our blinded sight:

Anoint and cheer our soiled face
With the abundance of thy grace:
Keep far our foes, give peace at home;
Where thou art guide no ill can come

Teach us to know the Father, Son
And Thee, of Both, to be but One;
That through the agea all along
This may be our endless song

Praise to thy eternal merit
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen

The people stand as able.
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T H E  D O X O L O G Y  •  From all that dwell below the skies (verse 3) •  3 8 0

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

T H E  G R E AT  T H A N K S G I V I N G  •  Eucharistic Prayer B	 B C P  3 6 7

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has 
done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a 
long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, 
where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the 
Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in 
our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The people kneel or stand.

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last 
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the 
end of the age. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

S A N C T U S  •  Holy, holy, holy •  S  1 1 4

The Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based on Isaiah 6:3.
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

T H E  G R E AT  A M E N

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the presider has 
prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in The Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness 
of the congregation’s response.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R 	 B C P  3 6 4

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.
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T H E  B R E A K I N G  O F  T H E  B R E A D

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

T H E  F R A C T I O N  A N T H E M  •  O Lamb of God •  S  1 5 8
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T H E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion at 
the acolyte’s direction. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. If you would prefer to receive communion 
from your pew, you may remain seated during altar rail distribution. A priest will come to the congregation for 
anyone wishing to remain in the pew. You may raise your hand to get their attention.
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C O M M U N I O N  H Y M N  •  Father all loving, who rulest in majesty • 5 6 8
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C O M M U N I O N  H Y M N  •  I come with joy to meet my Lord •  3 0 4
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C L O S I N G  H Y M N  •  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty •  3 9 0

T H E  B L E S S I N G 	 B O S  1 0

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the 
world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

The people kneel or sit.

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

P O S T  C O M M U N I O N  P R AY E R 	 B C P  3 6 5
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T H E  D I S M I S S A L

The dismissal signals the end of worship but the beginning of our service. Now that we have been renewed at 
Christ’s altar, we are sent into the world to continue spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. In seasons of 
festive celebration, like the great 50 days of Easter, we add “Alleluia, Alleluia” to our dismissal.

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

P O S T L U D E : Fugue in F	 James Hook
	 (1746-1827)
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T O DAY ’ S  WO R S H I P  L E A D E R S H I P
Celebrant 
Preacher 
Assisting Clergy 
 
Choir Director  
Organist 
Vestry Host 
Lector & Intercessor 
Ushers 
Oblationer 
Altar Guild

The Rev. Gavin E. Tomlin, Associate Rector 
The Rev. Dr. D. Ray Bagby, Retired Priest Associate 
The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith, Rector 
The Rev. Preston Yancey, Interim Associate Rector 
Dr. Will McLean 
Dr. Jeffrey Peterson 
Laura Swann and Hilary LaBorde 
Carolyn Turner and Piers Bateman 
Kenny and Debbie Bennett 
Sarah Kathryn Ricci 
Team VI: Laura Mayfield Williams, Catherine Adams, Debbie 
Bennett, Catherine C. Kneipp, Jana Cleveland, Mary Dietz, 
Rose Goertz, Fran Good, Marsha Green, Sue Ann Swenke, 
Brooke Taylor, Carl Ballew

A N N I V E R S A R I E S

Mandy and Joel Kuehl, Patty and Joe Flowers

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your 
servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, 
in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

T H E  P R AY E R  L I S T  •  February 23-March 1

At Saint Paul’s, prayer is an important part of our vision to Live Faithfully. Every week, we pray for upcoming 
birthdays and anniversaries, ten of our families, and the ill and infirm. If your birthday or anniversary is in the 
next week, you are welcome to join us at the front for a prayer following the announcements.

B I RT H D AY S
Heath Harris, Drane Haw, Bob Rochell, Carolyn Berry, Allison Ditto, Julia Hardie, 
Connally Newman, Judy Filer, Emma Harris, Su Wells, Liam Dietz, Jacque Harris, Jane 
Swan, Michael Callan, Newman Richards, Petra Sigtenhorst 

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they 
may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; 
raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding 
abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Whether you are here for the first time or have been a member your whole life, we would love to pray for you. To 
send in a prayer request, you may call the church office at 254-753-4501 or email contactus@saintpaulswaco.org. 
You may also fill out the card titled “Prayer” on the back of the pew in front of you. If you are requesting prayer 
for someone else, please ensure you have their permission or the permission of an immediate family member 
before putting them on the public prayer list. We are happy to pray privately for those who do not wish to publish 
their names.

Do you see someone on this list who is doing better? Please let us know! We would love to celebrate with them.

I L L  &  I N F I R M

O N G O I N G

Tom Brothers, Lauretta Buchanan, Samantha C., Merilyn Carden, Erin Clark, Clayton 
Felton, Janette Flanary, Tom Haddad, Lezlie Hall, Ben Hambleton, Nancy Hightower, 
Eva Jackson, Hannah Lessenger, Richard Mills III, Shannon O’Brien, Dennis Ramsey, 
Carolyn Scheel, Wes Stafford, Adam Sattler III, Jan Sattler, Eric Stromme, Beverly Terrell, 
Neela Vera, Erin Young

T H I S  W E E K

Cindy SoRelle, Amy Heavin, Alex Sigtenhorst, Betty Young, Chuck Reeves, Julia 
Burgess, Sharon Morrow, Lisa Moon, Doris Strain, Peter Dailey, John Wesley Bottoms, 
Jessica Attas, Kelly Whitehead, Rock McNair, Roger Yount, Benita Louvier, Carolyn 
Berry, Jack Compton, Mary Greaves, Rob Young, Brad Canon, Kelly, Gail Wade, Glenda 
Goehrs, Foris Louvier, Paxton Dove, James Rowe, Laura McNutt, Beth Mayfield, 
Amanda Horner, Warner Barnes, Sue Davis, Dorothy Fisher, Khalida Javaid, Lily 
Williams, Lorri Khoury, Barbara Jensen, Anna Kessler, Suzie Wright, Rollin Khoury, 
David Janda

M E M B E R S  C Y C L E

Lance, Kira, Emma, Jackson, and Hearon Harris; Trent, Jacque, Hayden, Heath, and 
Hudson Harris; Gary and Jane Hart; Drane Haw; Steve, Aimee, Dylan, Josh, and Bradley 
Hennessy; Tim and Jan Hicks; Robyn Hightower, Payton Trimmer, Keaton, and Laine; 
Erika and Tracie Hill Jones, and Enzo Perzan; K Paul Holt and Donna Miller; Brian and 
Patty Hopkins
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

E X P L O R I N G  C E N T E R I N G  P R AY E R

During late Epiphany, learn about an ancient Christian discipline of prayer that may 
deepen your spiritual journey and relationship with God. Hear from practitioners in our 
congregation, learn about helpful resources, and explore how Centering Prayer might 
enrich your life. Join us for “Exploring Centering Prayer: A Spiritual Journey to Deeper 
Relationship with God,” a series of three classes offered following the 10 AM Eucharist 
on Sunday, February 16 and 23 in the Parish Hall. Breakfast tacos will be provided.

W E S T  AV E  E L E M E N TA RY  S U P P LY  D R I V E

Our local elementary school, West Avenue Elementary, needs our help with a hygiene 
item supply drive! We are collecting deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, combs, 
brushes, soap, shampoo, feminine pads, lip balm or chapstick, and lotion. Items can 
be shipped directly to the office (601 Columbus Ave) or brought to church on Sundays. 
Contact sara@saintpaulswaco.org for more information. 

N E W  W O R S H I P  O P P O RT U N I T Y

Sunday evenings in Lent, we will have a unique Eucharistic service that takes place 
around a dinner table. We will share a meal during the service and have a conversation 
about the readings. Mark your calendars for Sundays in Lent at 5 PM. More information 
and RSVPs will be provided soon.

R O A D  C L O S U R E

Columbus Ave between 5th Stree and 6th Street will be closed starting Monday, February 
24. This closure is predicted to continue for two years while the county works on its 
Judicial Center Conversion Project.  Access to the church and its parking lots will remain 
open, but please plan to work around this road closure when visiting the church.

D I S C I P L E  C A M P

Registration is now open for Disciple Camp 2025! Join us June 23 to 27 
9 AM to noon for an adventure with Knights of the North Castle! Scan 
the QR code to sign up.
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A S H  W E D N E S D AY

Ash Wednesday is on March 5 this year. Join us for a service of Imposition of Ashes at 7 
AM, 12 PM, or 7 PM.

H O LY  H I K E S

Join us for Holy Hikes on Saturday, March 8, at 9 AM! Holy Hikes involves an easy-to-
moderate hike with a service of Holy Eucharist celebrated in stations along the trail. This 
month, we are hiking the Rio Perdio, Picnic, Vermont, Acts of Faith Loop at Cameron 
Park. We will meet in the parking lot for Mouth of the Bosque.

A LTA R  F L O W E R S

We have several open Altar Flower dates. If you would like to provide greenery for 
March 23 ir flowers for June 22 or July 13, please contact brandi@saintpaulswaco.org. If 
you already have an Altar Flowers date, please be sure to confirm with Brandi soon.

PA R I S H  G AT H E R I N G

Join the parish after the 10 AM service in the Parish Hall on Sunday, March 2 for a slice 
of King Cake and to try your hand at pulling the baby Jesus from the cake!

M A R D I  G R A S  W I T H  PA N C A K E  S U P P E R

Celebrate the end of Epiphany with your Saint Paul’s family on Tuesday, March 4 at 5:30 
PM. You can choose to celebrate with gumbo, pancakes, or both! There will be beads, a 
parade, and lots of good food. At the close of the celebration we will bury the Alleluias to 
prepare for Lent!

C O M F O RT  M E A L S

Know someone who could use a meal delivered to them while they recover from surgery, 
handle a major life event, or just need encouragement? Our Comfort Meals ministry is 
ready to help! Stop by the Parish Hall and head to the freezer to pick up a meal or two 
for those in need. Scan the QR code on the freezer to fill out a brief form online, and 
then take a meal to someone who needs it, or two for you to share. Special requests are 
welcome and we can always use more volunteers to cook! To learn more, contact lisa@
saintpaulswaco.org.
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  F O R M AT I O N

The Sundays of Epiphany, children 5 through 10 will continue to experience the joy and 
wonder of God in Sunday School through the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. With 
parables, we plan to experience the value and worth of God’s Kingdom. Please join us in 
the Children’s Chapel beginning at 9 AM through 9:50 AM.

S U N DAY  F O R M AT I O N

H O W  T O  R E A D  T H E  B I B L E

Join the Rev. Preston Yancey in the Parish Hall at 9 AM each Sunday 
for an Adult Formation class covering How to Read the Bible. Scan the 
QR code to read the full class schedule.

Y O U T H  F O R M AT I O N

Youth Formation takes place each Sunday morning at 9 AM in the Youth Room. Email 
sara@saintpaulswaco.org with questions.

A  N O T E  O N  S C A M  M E S S A G E S

We received reports of parishioners receiving scam texts requesting help. We would like 
to assure you that Saint Paul’s will never ask for money or help through an unauthorized 
email or phone number. If you are unsure who is contacting you, please do not respond 
and contact the church office by emailing contactus@saintpaulswaco.org address or calling 
254-753-4501 for clarification.
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W O M E N ’ S  B I B L E  S T U D Y

The Women’s Bible study group meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM in the office library. 
Our group is starting a new study on February 26  for Lent called “Seven Ways of 
Christian Formation Inspired by the Jewishness of Jesus” with Lauren F. Winner. This 
study is meant to challenge you to encouter the Jewish context of Jesus, explore spiritual 
practices, and use these lessons to deepen your faith.  All are welcome, please join us!

B E N E D I C T I N E  S T U D Y  G R O U P

Benedictine Study Group meets on first and third Tuesdays at 12 PM in 
the church office library. Scan the QR code to visit their website. All are 
welcome to join. 

M E N ’ S  P R AY E R  B R E A K FA S T

Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets weekly on Wednesday mornings in the Parish Hall. 
Breakfast begins at 6:30 AM and study begins at 7 AM.

W E E K L Y  F O R M AT I O N

C E N T E R I N G  P R AY E R

Centering Prayer meets on Thursdays at noon in the chapel.  All are welcome, and 
attendance is not limited to Saint  Paul’s parishioners.  For further information, please 
email EbsSmith@yahoo.com.
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This service is livestreamed and may show images of those attending the service. By participating, you consent to being filmed. All 
musical selections were reprinted with the permission of Ritesong. All rights reserved. All scripture passages are taken from the New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. CCLI#351583. Some material under our license with Riteseries, 
Hymnal 1982, and in the public domain. Saint Paul’s reserves all rights to this publication. Member of ASCAP.  All rights reserved.
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O F F I C E  H O U R S
M-F 9 AM-4 PM
Closed Federal Holidays

601 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701
254-753-4501

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  E P I S C O PA L 
D AY  S C H O O L
517 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701
office@speswaco.org
254-753-0246

W O R S H I P  S E RV I C E S

S U N D AY
8:00 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II

F I R S T  S U N D AY  O F  T H E  M O N T H
10:00 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  S TA F F
The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith

Rector
The Rev. Preston Yancey

Interim Associate Rector
The Rev. Gavin E. Tomlin

Associate Rector

The Rev. Alberto Melis 
Deacon

The Rev. Dr. D. Ray Bagby 
Retired Priest Associate

Lisa Terry-Ickles 
Director of Children & Family Ministry

Sara Allison 
Director of Youth Ministry

Brandi Goddard 
Parish Administrator

Sarah Martin 
Director of Communications & Membership

Iona Easterwood 
Accountant

Kyle Smith 
Facilities Director

Paul Hicks 
Sexton

Charles Watson 
Assisting Sexton

Willie Sergent 
Retired Sexton Emeritus

Dr. Will McLean 
Choir Director

Dr. Jeffrey Peterson 
Organist

Liz Dover 
Nursery Attendant

M’Lissa Howen 
Head of School


