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The Great Vigil of Easter
April 19, 2025 • 7 PM
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Waco, TX

• • •  Live Faithfully

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our 
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of 
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, 
words, and actions through which public worhip is conducted.

In the Christian tradition, there are a few dates in the liturgical calendar that are especially appropriate for 
baptism. These days are The Baptism of Our Lord, The Easter Vigil, The Day of Pentecost, and All Saints’ 
Day. If you or a member of your family would like to receive the rite of baptism, please contact the church office.

The people’s responses are in bold.

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the 
congregation can prepare for worship.

P R E L U D E :  Ubi Caritas	 Colin Mawby 
	 (1936-2019)

T H E  L I G H T I N G  O F  T H E  PA S C H A L  C A N D L E 	 B C P  2 8 5

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over 
from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to 
gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his 
Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.

Let us pray.

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your 
light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that we may so burn with heavenly desires, that 
with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

The people stand as able.

T H E  S E RV I C E  O F  L I G H T
In the darkness, new fire is kindled.
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T H E  E X S U LT E T 	 B C P  2 8 6

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Assisting Minister bearing the Candle, 
leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times to share the light with others and singing

The Paschal candle is placed in its stand, and the assisting minister chants.

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 
and let your trumpets shout Salvation 
for the victory of our mighty King.

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, 
bright with a glorious splendor, 
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, 
and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 
resound with the praises of your people.

All you who stand near this marvelous and Holy flame 
pray with me to God the Almighty 
for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 
through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God 
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It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and 
voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the 
Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful 
people.

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage 
in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. This is the night, when all 
who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and 
holiness of life. This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and 
rose victorious from the grave.

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to 
us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. How holy is this night, when wickedness is put 
to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who 
mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. How blessed is this 
night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God.

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May 
it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows 
no setting, find it ever burning-he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and 
reigns
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T H E  S E RV I C E  O F  L E S S O N S 	 B C P  2 8 8
Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages 
past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.

The people may extinguish their candles at this time. The people are seated for the reading of the lessons and the 
responses. The people stand as able for the collects.

G O D  PA RT S  T H E  S E A  O F  R E E D S  •  Exodus 14:10-15:1

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, 
“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in 
the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very 
thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone so that we can serve the Egyptians’? For it would 
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses 
said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord 
will accomplish for you today, for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see 
again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. But you lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, 
that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of 
the Egyptians so that they will go in after them, and so I will gain glory for myself over 
Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. Then the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, 
and his chariot drivers.”

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them, 
and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It 
came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with 
the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a 
strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. 
The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on 
their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued and went into the sea after them, all 
of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord, in 
the pillar of fire and cloud, looked down on the Egyptian army and threw the Egyptian 
army into a panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The 
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against 
Egypt.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water 
may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. 
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As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters 
returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 
that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked 
on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on 
their left.

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. 
So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown 
into the sea.”

M U S I C A L  R E S P O N S E  	 Out of the Deep
	 Robert Young

Let us pray.

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once 
delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under 
Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant 
that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and 
rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A  N E W  H E A RT  A N D  A  N E W  S P I R I T  •  Ezekiel 36:24-28

I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into 
your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and 
a new spirit I will put within you, and I will remove from your body the heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you and make you follow my 
statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I 
gave to your ancestors, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.

Out of the deep have I called unto thee; 
Lord, hear my voice. 
Lord, thou hast searched me out and known me. 
Thou knowest my downsitting and my uprising; 
Thou understandest my thoughts long before. 
For lo, there is not a word in my tongue,

But thou, O Lord, knowest it altogether. 
Whither shall I go the from thy Spirit? 
Or whither go then from thy presence? 
If I climb up into heaven thou art there; 

If I go down to hell, thou art also there. 
If I take the wings of the morning, 
and remain in the uttermost part of the sea, 
Even there shall thy hand lead me,  
and thy right hand shall hold me.

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come; 
Our shelter from the stormy blast  
and our eternal home.
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M U S I C A L  R E S P O N S E 	  Drop Drop Slow Tears	
	 Orlando Gibbons

Drop, drop, slow tears, and bathe those beauteous feet, 
which brought from heaven the news and Prince of Peace.

Cease not, wet eyes, his mercies to entreat; 
to cry for vengeance sin doth never cease.

In your deep floods drown all my faults and fears; 
nor let his eye see sin, but through my tears.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant 
of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may 
show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

T H E  VA L L E Y  O F  D RY  B O N E S  •  Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, 
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And 
you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” 
says the Lord.
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Let us pray.

Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 
righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy 
Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

M U S I C A L  R E S P O N S E 	  Were You There?	
	 Patrick Dupre Quigley

Ellie McBride, soloist

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Were you there when rolled the stone away? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?

T H E  G AT H E R I N G  O F  G O D ’ S  P E O P L E  •  Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem!

The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
he has turned away your enemies.

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall fear disaster no more.

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; 
do not let your hands grow weak.

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
a warrior who gives victory;
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he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
he will renew you in his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing 
as on a day of festival.

I will remove disaster from you, 
so that you will not bear reproach for it.

I will deal with all your oppressors 
at that time.

And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast,

and I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth.

At that time I will bring you home, 
at the time when I gather you;

for I will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth,

when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes, says the Lord.
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H Y M N  •  Glorious things of thee are spoken •  5 2 2
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Let us pray.

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, 
that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry 
out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things 
which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being 
made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom 
all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P R E S E N TAT I O N  A N D  E X A M I NAT I O N
O F  T H E  CA N D I DAT E S
The people remain seated. The candidate and sponsors stand as able.

The Candidates for Holy Bapstism will now be presented.

Parents and Godparents 
I present Jack Owen Laurence Newton to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the 
Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help.

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of 
Christ?

Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the 
infant.

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Parents and Godparents 
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of 
God? 
Parents and Godparents 
I renounce them.

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Parents and Godparents 
I renounce them.
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Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Parents and Godparents 
I do.

Do you put your whole trust is his grace and love? 
Parents and Godparents 
I do.

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Parents and Godparents 
I do.

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in their life 
in Christ? 
We will.

Let us join with those who are being committed to Christ and renew our own baptismal 
covenant.

T H E  BA P T I S M A L  C OV E NA N T

The people stand as able.

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	 creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
	 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	 the holy catholic Church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
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	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 
and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help.

P R AY E R S  F O R  T H E  C A N D I D AT E S

Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

Open his heart to your grace and truth. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

Send him into the world in witness to your love. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live 
in the power of his recurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and 
regins now and for ever. Amen.

T H A N K S G I V I N G  O V E R  T H E  WAT E R

The Celebrant blesses the water.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 
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T H E  E A S T E R  P R O C L A M AT I O N
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Following the Easter Proclamation, the church bell is rung, along with other bells. The candles at the Altar are 
now lighted from the Paschal Candle. The church lights are turned on fully.

Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come 
to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who 
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

T H E  BA P T I S M

Jack, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Jack, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. 
Amen.

The newly baptized are given a candle lit from the Paschal Candle as a sign of Christ’s light in their hearts.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed 
upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of 
grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning 
heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift 
of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The people stand as able.
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T H E  PA S C H A  N O S T R U M
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T H E  C O L L E C T  F O R  T H E  D AY
This collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of 
the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: 
Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, 
being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people sit.

T H E  E P I S T L E  •  Romans 6:3-11

Our first lesson is usually from the Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. The exception to this is 
in the Easter season, when we read lessons from the life of the early church in the Acts of the Apostles.

A Reading from the letter to the Church in Rome.

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he 
died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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T H E  S E Q U E N C E  H Y M N  •  Now the green blade riseth •  2 0 4
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T H E  G O S P E L  •  Luke 24:1-12

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life, 
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show 
the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from 
Galilee came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. 
While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said 
to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be 
handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then they 
remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and 
to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 
other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an 
idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping 
and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at 
what had happened.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

T H E  S E R M O N  •  The Rev. Preston Yancey, Interim Associate Rector

The sermon directly follows the Gospel and helps illuminate the scriptual readings and relate them to daily life.

The people kneel as able.
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T H E  C O N C L U D I N G  C O L L E C T

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what 
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

T H E  P R AY E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  •  Form III	 B C P  3 8 7

We pray for ourselves and on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the Universal Church, the nation and 
all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those who are in need 
or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship, the Church — 
the Body of Christ. A brief silence is kept between each bidding.

The people kneel or sit. The intercessor and people pray responsively.

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;  
That we all may be one.

 Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

 We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

T H E  P E A C E

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.
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T H E  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N

T H E  O F F E RT O RY

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness, and shared in 
the peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what 
God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and materially in the money we give.

All are invited to support Saint Paul’s mission to Live Faithfully as the plate is passed, at saintpaulswaco.org/
give, or by scanning the QR code on the card titled “Giving” on the back of the pew in front of you.

T H E  O F F E RT O RY  S E N T E N C E

Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of 
lips that acknowledge his Name. But do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

O F F E RT O RY  M U S I C   	 Gabriel’s Message 
	 Benedict Sheehan

T H E  D O X O L O G Y  •  From all that dwell below the skies (verse 3) •  3 8 0

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Gabriel’s message does away 
Satan’s curse and Satan’s sway, 
out of darkness brings our Day:

Refrain: 
so, behold, all the gates of heaven unfold.

He that comes despised shall reign; 
he that cannot die, be slain; 
death by death its death shall gain:

Refrain

Weakness shall the strong confound; 
by the hands, in grave clothes wound, 
Adam’s chains shall be unbound.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.

The people stand as able.
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T H E  G R E AT  T H A N K S G I V I N G  •  Eucharistic Prayer B	 B C P  3 6 7

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has 
done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a 
long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, 
where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the 
Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life 
again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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S A N C T U S  •  S 1 3 0

The Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based on Isaiah 6:3.
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We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last 
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the 
end of the age. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 



Saint Paul’s, Waco • 26

T H E  G R E AT  A M E N

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the presider has 
prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in The Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness 
of the congregation’s response.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R 	 B C P  3 6 3

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with Saint Paul and all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
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T H E  B R E A K I N G  O F  T H E  B R E A D
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us celebrate the feast. Alleluia.

F R A C T I O N  A N T H E M  •  S 1 6 4
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T H E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion at 
the acolyte’s direction. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. If you would prefer to receive communion 
from your pew, you may remain seated during altar rail distribution. A priest will come to the congregation for 
anyone wishing to remain in the pew. You may raise your hand to get their attention.

C O M M U N I O N  H Y M N  •  At the Lamb’s high feast we sing •  1 7 4
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C O M M U N I O N  H Y M N  • Guide me, O thou great Jehovah • 6 9 0
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The people kneel or sit.

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

P O S T  C O M M U N I O N  P R AY E R 	 B C P  3 6 5

T H E  B L E S S I N G 	 B O S  1 3

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect 
in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

The people stand as able.
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C L O S I N G  H Y M N  •  Hail thee, festival day! •  1 7 5
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T H E  D I S M I S S A L 	 B C P  3 6 6

The dismissal signals the end of worship but the beginning of our service. Now that we have been renewed at 
Christ’s altar, we are sent into the world to continue spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. In seasons of 
festive celebration, like the great 50 days of Easter, we add “Alleluia, Alleluia” to our dismissal.

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

P O S T L U D E :  Gelobt sie Gott	 John Leavitt
(b. 1956)
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T O DAY ’ S  WO R S H I P  L E A D E R S H I P
Celebrant 
Preacher 
Assisting Clergy 
Choir Director  
Organist 
Lector & Intercessor 
Vestry Hosts 
Ushers 
Oblationer 
Altar Guild

The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith, Rector 
The Rev. Preston Yancey, Interim Associate Rector 
The Rev. Gavin E. Tomlin, Associate Rector 
Dr. Will McLean 
Dr. Jeffrey Peterson 
K. Paul Holt 
Richard Nettles and Jenny Peel 
Jan Hicks and Don Terry-Ickles 
Donna Miller 
Team II: Cindie Lehr, Trisha Brindley, Ann Campbell, Judy 
Cofer, Pam Comp-ton, Betty Flowers, Gina Ford, Pat Gilliam, 
Mandy Kuehl, Sara Richie, Carl Ballew
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Easter Lilies 2025

	 Given by	 In Memory of

The family of Alethea and Piers Bateman	 Sarah Elizabeth Levine; Andrew James 	
		  Litton Bateman; J Leigh and Jane Brooks; 	
		  Sir Ralph and Lady Bateman

Len and Boyce Brown	 Margaret and Spencer Brown; 
		  Maria Stanton Brown; John and 			
		  Margaret Curtis Boyce; Len and Richard 	
		  Nitschk; Maria Neville Brown II; 
		  Willow Brown

Robert and Aryn Burgess	 Susan Burgess and John Rapp

Lori Burris		  My father, Marvin Dutschmann

Earle Wm. and Sharon Calvert	 Earle Sr. and June Calvert; Jennifer 
		  Calvert; and Richard Kelm

Kristi Carlile		  BJ Carlile; Daniel Long

Curtis and Jana Cleveland	 Louis and Francis Janda; George and 		
		  Mary Cleveland

The Goodman family	 Michael Goodman; Helen Murchison 
		  Lander; Ellender and George Chase

Jill and Cameron Goss	 Pat Goss and Luanne Klaras

Laura and Mike Indergard	 Camellia Claire Indergard; Sherry and 
		  Dick Indergard
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Karen and Bruce Johnson	 Clarence Johnson; Van Gladen; Ruth 
		  Gladen; Elayna

Lea Ann and Corbet Locke	 Our parents, Jack Summitt; Candy and 
		  Corbet Locke, Jr.

Richard and Suzy Nettles	 James and Gail Nettles; Matthew and 
		  Ruth Vinson

Phil and Betsy Reeder	 Anna Wilson

Ann Reeves		  Jon Reeves and Mike Hughes

The Sigtenhorst Family	 Mary Louise Sigtenhorst

Elizabeth and Stuart Smith	 Margaret Brown; Erin Davis; Drane Haw; 
		  Mickey and Cullen Smith; Barbara Wells

Ellen and Ford Taylor	 Mr. and Mrs. John W. North; Mr. and 
		  Mrs. William W. Taylor Jr.

Don and Lisa Terry-Ickles	 Our parents and grandparents



Saint Paul’s, Waco • 38

	 Given by		  In Thanksgiving for

Trevor and Sara Allison	 Kayeleigh Pierce and Mary Shaw; Melisa 
		  Bennett and Gazala Siddiq; Betsy Bracken

Tricia and Robert Braswell	 Our children, Cinco Braswell, Richelle 
		  Braswell and Brandon McGinnis

Debbie and Kenny Bennett	 Caroline Carpenter

Len and Boyce Brown	 Susie and Annah Brown

Cliff and Cyndie Burgess	 Our children

Robert and Aryn Burgess	 Bill and Hackett Burgess

Ann and Jay Campbell	 Catherine and Tim Kneipp; Ivanna, 
		  Peter, Connor and Allison Campbell

Kristi Carlile		  God’s many blessings

The Goodman family	 Penny and Tom Chase

Lance and Kira Harris	 Emma, Jack, and Hearon Harris

Karen and Bruce Johnson	 Emily, Ryan, and Sorin

Phil and Betsy Reeder	 Elliott Elizabeth Ricchetti

Elizabeth and Stuart Smith	 Karen and Bruce Johnson; Lydia Smith

Drs. Jim and Cindy SoRelle	 newborn grandson Quinn Sinclair Check 
		  SoRelle, sister Lucy James Check SoRelle, 
		  and parents Drs. Devon Check and 
		  Elliott SoRelle

Ellen and Ford Taylor	 Pearl and Lily Taylor

Carolyn Turner		  Marvin
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O F F I C E  H O U R S
M-F 9 AM-4 PM
Closed Federal Holidays

601 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701
254-753-4501

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  E P I S C O PA L 
D AY  S C H O O L
517 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701
office@speswaco.org
254-753-0246

W O R S H I P  S E RV I C E S

S U N D AY
8:00 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II

F I R S T  S U N D AY  O F  T H E  M O N T H
10:00 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  S TA F F
The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith

Rector
The Rev. Preston Yancey

Interim Associate Rector
The Rev. Gavin E. Tomlin

Associate Rector

The Rev. Alberto Melis 
Deacon

The Rev. Dr. D. Ray Bagby 
Retired Priest Associate

Lisa Terry-Ickles 
Director of Children & Family Ministry

Sara Allison 
Director of Youth Ministry

Sarah Martin 
Director of Communications & Membership

Iona Easterwood 
Accountant

Paul Hicks 
Sexton

Charles Watson 
Assisting Sexton

Willie Sergent 
Retired Sexton Emeritus

Dr. Will McLean 
Choir Director

Dr. Jeffrey Peterson 
Organist

Liz Dover 
Nursery Attendant

M’Lissa Howen 
Head of School


