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+++ Live Faithfully

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms,
words, and actions through which public worship is conducted.

In the Christian tradition, there are a few dates in the liturgical calendar that are especially appropriate for
baptism. These days are The Baptism of Our Lord, The Easter Vigil, The Day of Pentecost, and All Saints’
Day. If you or a member of your family would like to receive the rite of baptism, please contact the church office.

The people’s responses are in bold.

W hen the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the
congregation can prepare for worship.

The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God and in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Roy E Karr, Jr.,
Mr. and Mrs. Roy E Karr 111, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Rountree, and Jamie Faith Douglas.

PRELUDE: Morning Prayer Joseph Jongen
(1873-1953)

THE ENTRANCE RITE

We begin our worship as a gathered community by praising God in song.

The people stand as able.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ¢ Lord of all hopefulness + 482
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,

4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy,
whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe,
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace,
whose voice is con - tent - ment, whose pres - ence is balm,
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be there at our wak -ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our lab - ors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom-ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
your love in  our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in  our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Words: Jan Struther (1901-1953). By permission of Oxford University Press. Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The
Church Hymnary,1927; harm. Hymnal 1982.

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

This prayer is an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval church before the
Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Episcopal worship to this day.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE GLORIA < S280
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY

This collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of

the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

The people sit.
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THE WORD OF GOD

The propers of the service are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons,
psalm, Gospel, and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from the Revised Common
Lectionary, which is a three year cycle of readings shared by many mainline denominations. Each year we retell
the Christian story from Advent through Pentecost.

THE FIRST LESSON « Malachi 4:1-2a

Our first lesson is usually from the Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. The exception to this is
in the Easter season, when we read lessons from the life of the early church in the Acts of the Apostles.

A Reading from Malachi.

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers
will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that
it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE « Psalm 98

The psalms are sung or spoken prayers that cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one
another. The psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and often it relates to the themes read in
the lesson.

Read in unison.

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.

3 The Lord has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.
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7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.

THE SECOND LESSON + 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts of
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

A Reading from 2 Thessalonians.

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received
from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when
we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil
and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was
not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate.
For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work
should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not
doing any work. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to
do their work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary
in doing what is right.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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CHILDREN’S CHAPEL

We invite your child to join our Children’s Chapel program this morning! Children ages pre-k through 6th grade
are invited to follow our Director of Children’s & Family Ministry, Lisa Terry-Ickles, to the Children’s Chapel.
Chaperoned children younger than pre-k are welcome to join with a parent. After the exchange of the peace,
children are directed back to their seats.

The people stand as able at the introduction of the Sequence Hymn.

SEQUENCE HYMN ¢ The Lord will come but not be slow ¢ 462
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Words: John Milton (1608-1674), alt. Music: York, melody from The CL Psalmes of David, 1615; adapt. The Whole Booke of
Psalmes, 1621; harm, John Milton, Sr. (1563?7-1647).
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THE GOSPEL « Luke 21:5-19

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life,
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show
the particular importance placed on Jesus” words and actions.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones
and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, “As for these things that you see, the days will
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about
to take place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in
my name and say, "I am he!’ and, " The time is near!” Do not go after them.

“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take
place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and
in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs
from heaven.

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you
over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors
because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds
not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none
of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by
parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death.
You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By
your endurance you will gain your souls.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

THE SERMON + The Rev. Dr. D. Ray Bagby, Retired Priest Associate

The sermon directly follows the Gospel and helps illuminate the scriptural readings and relate them to daily life.

The people stand as able at the invitation of the Celebrant to recite the Nicene Creed.
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THE NICENE CREED BCP 358

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo” which means “I believe.” First formulated at the Council
of Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at services of Holy Eucharist and
reflects the Christian belief in the Holy Trinity and the relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Maryj,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE « Form III BCP 387

We pray for ourselves and on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the Universal Church, the nation and
all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those who are in need
or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship, the Church —
the Body of Christ. A brief silence is kept between each bidding.

The people kneel or sit. The intercessor and people pray responsively.

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, deacons, and our postulant preparing for holy orders;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

The people may offer their prayers silently or aloud.

THE CONCLUDING COLLECT

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN BCP 360

Confessing our sins, receiving absolution, and sharing signs of peace with one another prepares us to receive
Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A brief silence is kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The people stand as able.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness, and shared in
the peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what
God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and materially in the money we give.

All are invited to support Saint Paul’s mission to Live Faithfully as the plate is passed, at saintpaulswaco.org/
give, or by scanning the QR code on the card titled “Giving” on the back of the pew in front of you.

If you give online, mail checks, or use other methods to give but still want to participate when the plate is passed,
you are welcome to pick up a giving coin at the Welcome Center and place it in the offering plate as it is passed.

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.

OFFERTORY MUSIC Cantate Domino
Giuseppe Ottavio Pitoni

Cantate Domino canticum novum,
laus ejus in ecclesia sanctorum.
Leetetur Israel in eo qui fecit eum,
et filii Sion exultent in rege suo.

Psalm 149:1-2

THE DOXOLOGY -« From all that dwell below the skies (verse 3) + 380

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING + Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has
done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a
long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper,
where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the
Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS « S130

The Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based on Isaiah 6:3.
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The people kneel or stand.

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the
end of the age. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
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THE GREAT AMEN

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the presider has
prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in The Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness
of the congregation’s response.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 336

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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THE PRESENTATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion at
the acolyte’s direction. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. If you would prefer to receive communion
from your pew, you may remain seated during altar rail distribution. A priest will come to the congregation for
anyone wishing to remain in the pew. You may raise your hand to get their attention.
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COMMUNION HYMN -« Judge eternal, throned in splendor + 596
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purge this land of bit - ter things; sol - ace all its
cries a - loud for sin to cease; and the home - steads
with  the rich - ness of  thy word; cleanse the bo - dy
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wide do - min - ion with  the heal - ing of  thy wings.
and the  wood-lands plead in si - lence for their peace.
of  this na - tion through the glo - 1y of the Lord.
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Words: Henry Scott Holland (1847-1918), alt. Music: Komm, o komm, du Geist des Lebens, melody from Neu-vermehrtes und zu
Ubung Christl. Gotteligkeit eingerichtetes Meiningisches Gesangbuch, 1693.
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COMMUNION HYMN -+« Spread, O spread, thou mighty word « 530
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1 Spread, O spread, thou might - y word, spread the king-dom  of the Lord,
2 word of how the Fa - ther’s will made the world, and keeps it, still;
3 word of how the Sa - vior’s love earth’s sore bur - den doth re - move;
4 word of how the Spi - rit came  bring-ing peace in Je - sus’ name;
5 Word of life, most pure and strong, word for which the na - tions long,
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1 that to earth’s re - mot - est bound all may heed the joy - ful sound;
2 how his on -1ly Son he gave, earth from sin and death to save;
3 how for - ev - er, in its mneed, through his death the world is freed;
4 how his mnev - er - fail - ing love guides us on to heaven a - bove.
5 spread a-broad, un - til from night all the world a - wakes to light.
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Words: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier (1774-1841); tr. Arthur William Farlander (1898-1952) and Charles Winfred Douglas
(1867-1944), alt. St. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984). Copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Music: Gott sei Dank, melody
from Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704; adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergel (1793-1870).

SENDING OF OUR LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

(when appointed)

When a lay eucharistic visitor is present at the service, they come to the altar after communion to receive a
communion kit in order to be sent out to distribute communion to those who cannot be with us in person.

The people remain seated.

In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.

We who are many are one body,
because we all share one bread, one cup.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365
The people kneel or sit.
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING BCP 339

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN -+ Christ, whose glory fills the sky « 7
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true, the on -ly Light,

2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn un - ac - com - pan - ied by thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine! Pierce the gloom of sin and grief!
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Sun of Right-eous - ness, a - rise! Tri-umph o’er the shades of night:
joy-less is the day’s re - turn, till thy mer-cy’s beams 1 see,
Fill me, ra - dian - cy di - vine; scat - ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on  high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.

till they in - ward light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
more and more thy - self dis - play, shin-ing to the  per - fect day.
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music: Ratisbon, melody from Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524; adapt. att. William
Henry Havergal (1793-1870); harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt.
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THE DISMISSAL

The dismissal signals the end of worship but the beginning of our service. Now that we have been renewed at
Christ’s altar, we are sent into the world to continue spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. In seasons of
festive celebration, like the great 50 days of Easter, we add “Alleluia, Alleluia” to our dismissal.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: FugueinD Louis-Antoine Dornel
(1680-1765)

Saint Paul’s, Waco ¢+ 23



ANNOUNCEMENTS

For more information on our events, our calendar, and to submit RSV Ps,
please visit our events page on our website saintpaulswaco.org/events.

CHURCH UNDER THE BRIDGE THANKSGIVING

Our annual Thanksgiving lunch with Church Under the Bridge will
take place on Sunday, November 23. Please help us make the event
possible by bringing food or helping in the kitchen. Scan the QR code
for more information.

WEST AVE FOOD SUPPORT

Saint Paul’s is partnering with West Avenue Elementary to provide shelf-stable food
supplies to students in need. Visit saintpaulswaco.org/neighbors to learn more about what
food items we need. Head to the nave after church to help us pack a bag of food.

WACO HIGH GIFT CARDS

Each year, Saint Paul’s helps spread holiday cheer to our local high school teachers by
providing $10 gift cards to Waco High School. These gift cards are distributed to teachers
as a Christmas thank you for their work educating students. Gift cards can be to any

store, but they must be $10. Please bring cards to church on Sundays or drop them off at
the church office on Monday through Friday, 9 AM-12 PM and 1 PM-4 PM.

ANGEL TREE

Saint Paul’s partners with Arrow Child & Family Ministries to provide Christmas gifts
to children in need. You can bring new donated gifts to church on Sundays or drop them

off at the church office on Monday through Friday, 9 AM-12 PM and 1 PM-4 PM.

ADVENT WORKSHOP

We hope you’ll join us for our annual Advent Workshop on Sunday, November 30!
Celebrate the first Sunday of Advent with Advent crafts in the Parish Hall after the 10
AM service. All materials will be provided.
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ST. LUCY’S VISIT

The 10 AM service on Sunday, December 7, will feature a visit from St. Lucy, a tradition
from Sweden that features a young girl wearing a crown of candles to portray St. Lucy.

SCAM REMINDER

Please remember that your clergy and staff will never email or text you with requests for
money, gift cards, or “discreet” or “urgent” communication. If you receive such a request,
please delete the message

STEWARDSHIP 2026

Our 2026 Stewardship Campaign, “Rings of Renewal: Our Story of Growth,” invites

us to nurture our congregation so we can add another ring to our shared story. Please
prayerfully consider what God may be calling you to give this year. When you’re ready,
you can submit your pledge and learn more about stewardship by visiting saintpaulswaco.
org/stewardship2026. Thank you for helping to form the next ring of our story.

ROOFING UPDATE

Please scan the QR code to read an update on our roofing project. This
update includes information on how the project is progressing and how
we are making repairs following leaks in our nave.

MASTER PLANNING UDPATE

Rev. Sam, M’Lissa, and Lance continue to have regular meetings with the architect to
review the firm’s progress. Ford, Powell & Carson has requested our feedback on a draft
of the first 63 pages of their final master planning report. This part of the report includes
findings from FPC’s assessment of our existing campus infrastructure. Draft renderings of
landscape design for the campus have been reviewed by the Master Planning Committee,
and FPC is putting the final touches on the renderings for the school design. Lastly, FPC
has begun to assemble information for its cost analysis of the various building scenarios
that will be presented in the final report.

SAINT PAUL’S CAREERS

Our church is looking to hire a new Office Assistant and Youth Minister. Check out
saintpaulswaco.org/careers to learn more and spread the word to people who may be a
good fit!
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ADVENT AT SAINT PAUL’S

Sunday, November 30
Advent Workshop 11 AM

Sunday, December 7
St. Lucy’s Visit at the 10 AM

Sunday, December 14
The Robert and Betty Young Sacred Arts Series Lessons & Carols 7 PM

Sunday, December 21
Greening of the Nave 11 AM

CHRISTMAS AT SAINT PAUL’S

Christmas Eve

3:30 PM Children’s Christmas Pageant with Holy Eucharist

7:30 PM A Christmas Prelude: Music for voices, strings, and organ
8 PM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II

10:30 PM A Christmas Prelude: Music for voices, strings, and organ
11 PM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite |

Christmas Day

10 AM Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II
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SUNDAY FORMATION

THE NICENE CREED

Every Sunday, we recite the Nicene Creed during our church services. But why do we
have it, and what does it all mean? Join us for a class exploring this important part of our
liturgy, and celebrate its 1,700th birthday! Join Rev. Sam and Rev. Gavin Sundays at 9 AM.

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd’s approach to formation is based on the unique
relationship that God has with children. CGS focuses on helping children grow their
relationship with God by fostering curiosity and reflection while introducing scripture

and liturgy to young minds. This formation opportunity is open to children ages 3-9 on
Sundays at 9 AM. The atrium (classroom) is located behind the Children’s Chapel.

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL

Children’s Chapel meets during the 10 AM service on Sunday mornings. Children
are released with Ms. Lisa before the Gospel procession and brought back during the
Offertory. Look for the little cross as it passes by.

Saint Paul’s, Waco ¢ 29



WEEKLY FORMATION

BENEDICTINE STUDY GROUP

Benedictine Study Group meets on first and third Tuesdays at 12 PM in
the church office library. Scan the QR code to visit their website. All are
welcome to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Centering Prayer meets on Thursdays at noon in the church office library. All are
welcome, and attendance is not limited to Saint Paul’s parishioners. For further
information, please email contactus@saintpaulswaco.org.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST

Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets weekly on Wednesday mornings in the Parish Hall.
Breakfast begins at 6:30 AM and study begins at 7 AM.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Women’s Bible study group meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM in the office library.
Currently, our group is studying “The Apocryphal Jesus” with Professor David Brakke
from the Great Courses. All are welcome, please join us!
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SAINT +«PAUL’S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

WORSHIP SERVICES

SUNDAY
8:00 AM  Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite |
10:00 AM  Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
10:00 AM  Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite |

OFFICE HOURS
M-F 9 AM-12 PM & 1 PM-4 PM
Closed Federal Holidays
contactus@saintpaulswaco.org

601 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701

254-753-4501

SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
DAY SCHOOL

517 Columbus Ave

Waco, TX 76701

office@speswaco.org

254-753-0246

SAINT PAUL’S STAFFE

The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith

Rector

The Rev. Gavin E. Tomlin

Associate Rector

The Rev. Alberto Melis
Deacon

The Rev. Dr. D. Ray Bagby
Retired Priest Associate

Lisa Terry-Ickles
Director of Children & Family Ministry

Sara Allison
Interim Director for Ministry Operations

Sarah Martin
Director of Communications & Membership

lona Easterwood
Accountant

Adam Johnson
Facilities Director

Charles Watson
Sexton

Dr. Will McLean
Choir Director

Dr. Jeffrey Peterson
Organist

Liz Dover
Nursery Attendant

M’Lissa Howen
Head of School





