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The Holy Eucharist
The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2026 • 8 AM
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Waco, TX

• • •  Live Faithfully

T H E  E N T R A N C E  R I T E

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our 
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of 
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, 
words, and actions through which public worship is conducted.

In the Christian tradition, there are a few dates in the liturgical calendar that are especially appropriate for 
baptism. These days are The Baptism of Our Lord, The Easter Vigil, The Day of Pentecost, and All Saints’ 
Day. If you or a member of your family would like to receive the rite of baptism, please contact the church office.

The people’s responses are in bold.

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the 
congregation can prepare for worship.

T H E  O P E N I N G  A C C L A M AT I O N 	 B C P  3 2 3

The people stand as able at the invitation of the Celebrant.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

T H E  C O L L E C T  F O R  P U R I T Y

This prayer is an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval church before the 
Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Episcopal worship to this day.

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

The flowers on the altar today are given by K. Paul Holt and Donna G. Miller to the glory of God and in 
celebration of our wedding here at Saint Paul’s Church on October 14, 1989.
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T H E  G L O R I A 	 B C P  3 2 4
Glory be to God on high, 
	 and on earth peace, good will towards men.

We praise thee, we bless thee, 
	 we worship thee, 
	 we glorify thee, 
	 we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
	 that takest away the sins of the world, 
	 have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
	 receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
	 have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 
	 with the Holy Ghost, 
	 art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

T H E  C O L L E C T  O F  T H E  D AY

This collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of 
the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who in Christ hast revealed thy glory among the nations: 
Preserve the works of thy mercy, that thy Church throughout the world may persevere 
with steadfast faith in the confession of thy Name; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

The people are seated.
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T H E  F I R S T  L E S S O N  •  Isaiah 45:1-7

Our first lesson is usually from the Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. The exception to this is 
in the Easter season, when we read lessons from the life of the early church in the Acts of the Apostles.

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
	 whose right hand I have grasped 
to subdue nations before him 
	 and strip kings of their robes, 
to open doors before him-- 
	 and the gates shall not be closed: 
I will go before you and level the mountains, 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
	 and cut through the bars of iron, 
I will give you the treasures of darkness 
	 and riches hidden in secret places, 
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
	 the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
	 and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 
I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
	 besides me there is no god. 
	 I arm you, though you do not know me, 
so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
	 and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
	 I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
I form light and create darkness, 
	 I make weal and create woe; 
	 I the Lord do all these things.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

T H E  WO R D  O F  G O D
The propers of the service are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons, 
psalm, Gospel, and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from the Revised Common 
Lectionary, which is a three year cycle of readings shared by many mainline denominations. Each year we retell 
the Christian story from Advent through Pentecost.
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T H E  R E S P O N S E  •  Psalm 96:1-9

The psalms are sung or spoken prayers that cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one 
another. The psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and often it relates to the themes read in 
the lesson.

Read in unison.

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
	 sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
	 proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
	 and his wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
	 he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
	 but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
	 Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 
	 ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
	 bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
	 let the whole earth tremble before him.

T H E  S E C O N D  L E S S O N  •  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts of 
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

A reading from the First Letter to the Church in Thessalonica.

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved 
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T H E  G O S P E L  •  Matthew 22:15-22

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life, 
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show 
the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to 
no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why 
are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose 
title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When 
they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

T H E  S E R M O N  •  Alan Jones, Postulant for the Deaconate

The sermon directly follows the Gospel and helps illuminate the scriptural readings and relate them to daily life.

by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in 
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you 
know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with 
joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, 
so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about 
us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to 
serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The people stand as able for the reading of the Gospel.
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T H E  N I C E N E  C R E E D 	 B C P  3 2 6

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo” which means “I believe.” First formulated at the Council 
of Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at service of Holy Eucharist and 
reflects the Christian belief in the Holy Trinity and the relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The people stand as able at the invitation of the Celebrant to recite the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
      by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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T H E  P R AY E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E 	 B C P  3 2 8

We pray for ourselves and on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the Universal Church, the nation and 
all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those who are in need 
or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship, the Church — 
the Body of Christ. A brief silence is kept between each bidding.

The people kneel or sit for the prayers.

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer 
unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church 
with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy 
holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops, other ministers, and to those we sponsor 
for ordination, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively 
Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here 
present; to the whole order of the baptized; our lay pastors, musicians, vestry, school 
board, and all the faculty and staff of Saint Paul’s School; that, with meek heart and due 
reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their life. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government 
in this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the 
welfare and peace of the world. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, 
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful 
stewards of thy bounty.

Bless, O Lord, the milestones of our lives, that, in the course of our mortal pilgrimage, we 
may know that thou art ever walking beside us. We offer particular thanks for the life and 
occasion we celebrate with our altar flowers.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all 
those persons who have requested our prayers, those we remember in our hearts, and 
all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
adversity.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and 
fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant 
us grace so to follow the good examples of blessed Paul and of all thy saints, that with 
them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.
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Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen.

T H E  A B S O L U T I O N

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

T H E  C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N 	 B C P  3 3 1

Confessing our sins, receiving absolution, and sharing signs of peace with one another prepares us to receive 
Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

A brief silence is kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
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T H E  P E A C E

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And with thy spirit.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

T H E  C O M F O RTA B L E  W O R D S

The Comfortable Words have been included in our Prayer Book liturgies since its origin in 1549 in the Church of 
England. They are said after the absolution to remind us of the incredible grace of God present in our lives.

The people remain kneeling or sitting. The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following sentences, first 
saying

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. 
												            Matthew 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that 
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.    			             John 3:16

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.									         1 Timothy 1:15

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and 
he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world.    											                 1 John 2:1-2

The people stand as able.
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T H E  G R E AT  T H A N K S G I V I N G  •  Eucharistic Prayer II	 B C P  3 4 0

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has 
done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a 
long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, 
where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the 
Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

The Celebrant adds a proper preface appropriate to the season or day.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud 
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

T H E  O F F E RT O RY  S E N T E N C E

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion. The people stand as able at the invitation of the Celebrant after the 
altar is prepared.

T H E  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N

T H E  O F F E RT O RY

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received 
forgiveness, and shared in the peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, 
we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us, symbolically in the bread and 
wine, and materially in the money we give.

All are invited to support Saint Paul’s mission to Live Faithfully as the plate is passed, at 
saintpaulswaco.org/give, or by scanning the QR code to the left.

If you give online, mail checks, or use other methods to give but still want to participate when the plate is passed, 
you are welcome to pick up a giving coin in the narthex and place it in the offering plate as it is passed.
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Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

The people kneel or stand as able.

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the Last 
Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the 
end of the age. During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and 
didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son 
Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our 
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did 
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that 
his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, 
in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, 
with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, 
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with 
power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word 
and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto 
us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls 
and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may 
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may 
be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord;
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T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R 	 B C P  3 3 6

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

T H E  B R E A K I N G  O F  T H E  B R E A D

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

T H E  G R E AT  A M E N

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the presider has 
prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in The Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness 
of the congregation’s response.

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

T H E  P R AY E R  O F  H U M B L E  A C C E S S 	 B C P  3 3 7

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always 
to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
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P O S T  C O M M U N I O N  P R AY E R 	 B C P  3 3 9

The people kneel or stand as able.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company 
of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we 
humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue 
in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen.

T H E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The Celebrant may add

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving.

The people are seated until invited forward for Communion.

Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. 
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. If you would prefer to receive communion from your pew, you 
may remain seated during altar rail distribution. A priest will come to the congregation for anyone wishing to 
remain in the pew. Please raise your hand to get their attention.

When a lay eucharistic visitor is present at the service, they come to the altar after communion to receive a 
communion kit in order to be sent out to distribute communion to those who cannot be with us in person.

The people remain seated.

In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.

We who are many are one body, 
because we all share one bread, one cup.

S E N D I N G  O F  O U R  L AY  E U C H A R I S T I C  V I S I T O R S 
(when appointed)
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T H E  B L E S S I N G 	 B C P  3 3 9

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain 
with you always. Amen.

The people stand as able.

T H E  D I S M I S S A L 				    B C P  3 4 0

The dismissal signals the end of worship but the beginning of our service. Now that we have been renewed at 
Christ’s altar, we are sent into the world to continue spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. In seasons of 
festive celebration, like the great 50 days of Easter, we add “Alleluia, Alleluia” to our dismissal.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

For more information on our events, our calendar, and to submit RSVPs, 
please visit our events page on our website saintpaulswaco.org/events.

B O U N D  B Y  G R A C E :  S T E WA R D S H I P  2 0 2 7

This year’s stewardship campaign invites each of us to help write the next chapter of our 
shared story. Please prayerfully consider what God may be calling you to give in 2027. 
Visit saintpaulswaco.org/stewardship2027 to learn more or to make a pledge.

$220,687 pledged so far • 38 households pledged • 28.3% of our $780,000 goal 
As of October 15, 2026.

F U T U R E  F U N D  A P P E A L

The Future Fund is a reserve that helps Saint Paul’s cover unexpected capital expenses. 
Replacing the chiller this summer drew the fund down, and we’re asking for help to 
rebuild it toward our $120,000 goal. So far we’ve raised $56,000. See this week’s Tidings 
email to learn more and to give to the Future Fund. Thank you for helping us keep the 
church ready for what’s ahead.

H A RV E S T  D I N N E R

You are invited to Saint Paul’s School annual Harvest Dinner on October 22 at 5:30 PM 
in the church courtyard!

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  T- S H I RT S

Our new Saint Paul’s T-shirts are for sale in adult sizes for $20, with children’s sizes ($18) 
available for pre-order through the link in this week’s Tidings email.
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T R U N K  O R  T R E AT

Join us for Saint Paul’s annual Trunk or Treat on Wednesday, 
October 28! Enjoy food and a visit from a fire truck starting at 5:30 
PM, then trunk-or-treating begins at 6 PM. If you plan to bring your 
car to participate, please RSVP using the QR code. The church will 
provide some candy to each car to help offset candy costs.

T H I R D  G R A D E  B I B L E  P R E S E N TAT I O N S

As God’s people, we highly value the scriptures and want children to grow in their 
understanding and use of them. As part of this mission, we want to gift each third-grade 
parishioner with an age-appropriate Bible. This year, we will present Bibles on Sunday, 
November 1 at the 10:15 AM service. If you have a third grader, please email Lisa 
at lisa@saintpaulswaco.org.

N E C R O L O G I E S

We will celebrate All Saints’ Day on Sunday, November 1 by reading and printing 
necrologies. Names of parishioners, family, and friends who have died this past year 
will be read during our services. All names submitted will be included in our Order of 
Worship. Please submit names to Michelle Shackelford (michelle@saintpaulswaco.org) by 
Tuesday, October 27.

A L L  S A I N T S  B A P T I S M

In the Christian tradition, there are a few days in the liturgical calendar that are 
especially appropriate for baptism. The next dates for baptism are All Saints’ Day (Nov 
1) and Baptism of our Lord (Jan 10). If you or a member of your family is interested in 
receiving the rite of baptism, please contact the church office no later than two weeks 
before the baptism.

C U B  T H A N K S G I V I N G

Saint Paul’s will host Church Under the Bridge for our annual 
Thanksgiving lunch together on Sunday, November 24. Please 
join us as we share yummy food and great conversations with our 
neighbors. Use the QR code to sign up to help!
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2 0 2 6  S T E WA R D S H I P  CA M PA I G N  P R O G R E S S

Year-to-Date 
Pledged: $518,668.04 
Received: $529,586.07 
Difference: +$10,918.03

This information reflects the period ending October 14, 2026.

S C A M  R E M I N D E R

Please remember that your clergy and staff will never email or text you with requests for 
money, gift cards, or “discreet” or “urgent” communication. If you receive such a request, 
please delete the message.

E S C  M E A L  S I G N  U P

Want to feed our college students at the Episcopal Student Center? 
Use the QR code to sign up to provide a meal on Sunday or 
Thursday nights. Contact our Campus Missioner, Stephanie Drum, 
with questions (missioner@escwaco.org).

M A H J O N G  A N D  M I N I S T RY

Join us for noonday prayer and a friendly game of mahjong in the Great Hall on the 
first Thursday of the month. All skill levels are welcome, including first-timers. Our next 
gathering is Thursday, November 5 at 1 PM. RSVP to Sara Allison (sara@saintpaulswaco.
org) so we can save you a seat.

S A C R E D  A RT S  S E R I E S

Join the Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church Choir and chamber orchestra for the latest 
installment of the Robert & Betty Young Sacred Arts Series: a performance of John 
Rutter’s Requiem, Sunday, November 8 at 5 PM at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church. This 
event is free, and tickets are not required.
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H A P E L

Children’s Chapel meets during the 10:15 AM service on Sunday mornings.  Children 
are released with Ms. Lisa before the Gospel procession and brought back during the 
Offertory. Look for the little cross as it passes by.

C AT E C H E S I S  O F  T H E  G O O D  S H E P H E R D

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd’s approach to formation is based on the unique 
relationship that God has with children. CGS focuses on helping children grow their 
relationship with God by fostering curiosity and reflection while introducing scripture 
and liturgy to young minds. This formation opportunity is open to children ages 3-9 on 
Sundays at 9 AM. Classes meet in the atrium, located behind the Children’s Chapel.

S U N DAY  F O R M AT I O N

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  1 0 1

Whether you’re new to the parish or preparing for confirmation, this six-week class 
covers the foundations of the Christian faith and our parish’s place in the Episcopal 
Church and the Anglican Communion. We will meet Sundays at 9 AM, September 13 to 
October 25.

T H E  L I F E  O F  PA U L

Join us for a six-week look at the life of the apostle, following Paul from Pharisee to 
missionary to martyr through his letters and the book of Acts. We will meet Sundays at 9 
AM, September 13 to October 25.

Y O U T H  C O N F I R M AT I O N

In preparation for the Bishop’s visit, we will discuss questions Christians have wrestled 
with for ages in coming to a deeper understanding of our faith. We will meet every 
Sunday morning at 9 AM through October 25. All students 6-12 grade are welcome, even 
those who have already been confirmed! See our newsletter for more youth ministry 
updates.

S A I N T S :  T H E  D I R E C T O R ’ S  C U T

Dig into the weird and wild stories of the saints and discover what they reveal about God 
and what it means to live in community. Join us for this adult formation series at 9 AM 
on Sundays November 1 through November 15.
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W O M E N ’ S  B I B L E  S T U D Y

The Women’s Bible Study group meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM in the office library. 
The group is studying the video series  Understanding the New Testament, by Prof. David 
Brakke. The series will help us “look at the New Testament with a new eye and gain 
powerful insights into this influential series of books of the Bible.” All are welcome, 
please join!

B E N E D I C T I N E  S T U D Y  G R O U P

The Benedictine Study Group meets on the first and third Tuesdays of 
each month at noon in the church office library. Scan the QR code to 
visit their website. All are welcome to join!

M E N ’ S  P R AY E R  B R E A K FA S T

Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets weekly on Wednesday mornings in the Parish Hall. 
Breakfast begins at 6:30 AM and study begins at 7 AM.

W E E K L Y  F O R M AT I O N

C E N T E R I N G  P R AY E R

Centering Prayer meets on Thursdays at noon in the chapel.  All are welcome, and 
attendance is not limited to Saint  Paul’s parishioners.  For further information, please 
email contactus@saintpaulswaco.org. 



O F F I C E  H O U R S
M-F 9 AM-12 PM & 1 PM-4 PM
Closed Federal Holidays
contactus@saintpaulswaco.org

601 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701

254-753-4501

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  E P I S C O PA L 
D AY  S C H O O L
517 Columbus Ave
Waco, TX 76701
office@speswaco.org
254-753-0246

W O R S H I P  S E RV I C E S

S U N D AY
8:00 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:15 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II

F I R S T  S U N D AY  O F  T H E  M O N T H
10:15 AM	 Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite I

S A I N T  PA U L’ S  S TA F F
The Rev. Samantha R.E. Smith

Rector
The Rev. Gavin E. Tomlin

Associate Rector 
 

The Rev. Courtney M. Greene
Curate

The Rev. Alberto Melis 
Deacon

The Rev. Dr. D. Ray Bagby 
Retired Priest Associate

Lisa Terry-Ickles 
Director of Children & Family Ministry

Kelsey Maglio 
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministry

Sara Allison 
Director of Ministry Operations

Iona Easterwood 
Accountant

Sarah Martin 
Director of Communications & Development

Michelle Shackelford 
Office Assistant

Adam Johnson 
Facilities Director

Charles Watson 
Sexton

Dr. Will McLean 
Choir Director

Dr. Jeffrey Peterson 
Organist

Liz Dover 
Nursery Attendant

Tresa R. Wilson 
Head of School




